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THE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

BOROUGH  OF  KEIGHLEY. 


Town  Hall 

March,  1921. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  and  the  work  of  the 
Health  Department  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1920. 

This,  the  thirty-eighth  Annual  Report  presented  since  the 
incorporation  of  the  Borough  and  the  twenty-eighth  I have 
written  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  is  largely  a prosaic 
record  of  routine  work.  Last  year’s  report  was  referred  to  as  a 
record  of  reconstruction — an  attempt  to  make  up  leeway  by 
carrying  out  what  during  the  war  had  simply  been  “carried 
forward.”  This  year  the  process  has  been  continued,  and  even 
now  arrears  are  not  wiped  out.  Notably  is  this  so  in  regard  to 
such  important  matters  as  housing,  the  conversion  of  tub-closets 
to  water  carriage,  the  removal  of  slum  areas  and  the  provision 
of  a public  abattoir. 

Of  two  improvements,  confidently  predicted,  only  one — 
the  establishment  of  a Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  has  matured. 
The  other— the  provision  of  a Maternity  Home — has  unfortun- 
ately been  held  up  by  unforseen  circumstances,  though  latterly 
the  outlook  is  becoming  more  distinctly  hopeful. 

Generally  the  Health  of  the  Borough  was  good.  During  the 
first  half  of  the  year  the  town  was  remarkably  free  from  Infect- 
ious Disease,  but  during  the  later  months  Scarlet  Fever  became 
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uncomfortably  prevalent.  Experience  has  shown  that  this 
Zymotic  disease  appears  in  cycles  and  as  the  district  has  been  al- 
most immune  for  the  past  eight  years,  the  rising  generation  can- 
not much  longer  escape  the  usual  visitation. 

As  in  former  years  extracts  from  previous  Reports  are  intro- 
duced to  make  each  Report  complete  in  itself  as  well  as  for  the 
information  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  others  interested  in 
Public  Health  generally. 

A.—Natural  and  Social  Conditions 
of  the  District. 

(1)  PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHAR- 
ACTER OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

The  Borough  of  Keighley  is  situated  at  the  confluence  of 
the  River  Aire  with  the  River  Worth.  Though  the  Town  Hall 
Square  is  365  feet  above  sea  level,  the  town  lies  at  the  junction 
of  three  valleys,  bounded  by  Rombalds  Moor  on  the  North  and 
East,  and  spurs  of  the  Pennine  Range  on  the  West  and  South. 
As  the  town  grows,  building  extends  up  the  hill  sides,  so  that 
the  Borough  is  now  co-terminous  with,  and  includes,  the  ham- 
lets of  Hainworth,  Th waites  Brow  and  Braith waite.  Thus  the 
height  above  sea  level  varies  from  300  to  950  feet.  The  area  of 
the  Borough  is  3,902  acres,  about  one  half  being  Urban  in  char- 
acter, the  other  half  Rural. 

The  geological  stratum  upon  which  the  Town  stands  is 
mill-stone  grit,  that  is,  a hard  sandstone  found  in  the  Coal 
Measures.  The  stone  is  quarried  from  all  the  hill-sides  surround- 
ing the  town,  and  from  it,  with  some  half-dozen  exceptions,  all 
the  houses  are  built.  The  soil  may  be  shortly  described  as  loam, 
clay  and  gravel,  and  the  sub-soil,  clay  and  grit.  The  physical 
geography  of  the  district  combined  with  the  clay  sub-soil  tend  to 
favour  the  prevalence  of  such  complaints  as  Rheumatism  and 
Follicular  Tonsillitis,  but  otherwise  the  locality,  from  its  eleva- 
tion and  proximity  to  the  moors,  is  bracing  and  healthy. 

(2)  POPULATION,  AREA,  &c. 

At  the  Census  of  1891  the  population  was  30,811,  or  allow- 
ing for  the  subsequent  extension  of  the  borough  boundary 
approximately  35,000.  In  1901  it  was  41,564  and  in  1911  it  was 
43,490.  For  the  middle  of  1919  it  is  estimated  at  43,750. 

Area  of  Borough — 3,902  acres. 

Rateable  value — ^214,785  5s.  od. 

id.  in  the  £ on  General  District  Rate  realises  £76 3. 

Guardians  expenses  for  Relief  of  Poor  is.  io£  in  the  £. 
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(3)  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  EMPLOYMENT. 

The  town  depends  almost  entirely  upon  its  manufacturing 
trade.  The  chief  industries  are  Woollen  Manufacturing,  Comb- 
ing, Spinning,  Weaving — for  which  it  ranks  next  after  Bradford 
and  Halifax — and  Machine  Making,  for  which  it  takes  first 
place.  It  also  possesses  extensive  iron  foundries  and  machine 
tool  making,  Laundry  Machine,  Washing,  and  Sewing  Machine 
Works.  A very  large  proportion  of  female  labour  is  engaged  in 
the  various  branches  of  the  Woollen  Industry,  while  the  iron 
works  and  various  forms  of  Machine  making,  afford  employ- 
ment to  the  bulk  of  the  male  population.  The  ready  employ- 
ment for  female  labour  in  the  mills  is  of  interest  in  helping  to 
account  for  the  increasing  proportion  of  females  over  males  as 
shown  in  the  Census  returns. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  any  particular  occupation  has  had 
a harmful  effect  on  the  employees.  On  the  other  hand  the  want 
of  employment  and  the  consequent  restriction  and  purchasing 
power  of  income  are  sure  to  have  a deleterious  effect  upon  many 
working  class  families.  What  with  the  Moulders’  strike  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  and  the  steadily  increasing  depression  in 
tiade  during  the  later  months  the  outlook  from  the  public  health 
point  of  view  is  anything  but  bright.  Even  the  varied  industries 
found  in  the  borough  which  have  in  the  past  minimised  the 
hardships  usually  resultant  from  fluctuations  in  trade  are  not 
likely  to  prove  a panacea  for  the  -world-wide  disorganisation 
with  which  we  are  faced.  As  may  be  seen  later  in  the  Report, 
efforts  were  made  to  save  at  least  the  children  by  the  free  dis- 
tribution of  milk  to  necessitous  cases,  but  it  is  feared  that  the 
worst  of  the  struggle  has  still  to  come. 

(4)  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  793 — a number 
considerably  in  excess  of  that  recorded  during  the  previous  five 
years.  The  births  comprised  410  males  and  383  females. 

On  an  estimated  population  of  43,750  the  birth-rate  is  18. 1 
compared  with  11.8,  15.8,  and  14.0  in  the  previous  three  years, 
and  with  26.2  for  the  96  great  towns,  26.2  for  the  148  smaller 
towns  and  with  25.4  for  England  and  Wales.  Considerable 
though  the  increase  in  the  birth-rate  seems  to  be,  it  is  still  very 
much  less  than  that  for  the  country  generally  and  strongly  sug- 
gests that  the  population  upon  which  the  rate  is  based  is  much 
too  high.  Should  the  coming  Census  prove  the  supposition 
correct  it  naturally  follows  that  the  degree  of  over-crowding 
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supposed  to  exist  in  the  borough  is  not  justified,  and  further 
that  the  estimated  demand  for  housing  accommodation  is  also 
in  excess  of  requirements. 

The  illegitimate  births  numbered  30  or  3.7  per  cent  com- 
pared with  5.3,  4.8,  and  7.1,  during  the  last  three  years  of  the 
war  and  with  an  average  of  3.3  per  cent  in  the  three  pre-war 
years.  As  usual  illegitimacy  is  highest  in  the  C.  and  W.  wards. 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  actually  occuring  in  the 
borough  was  644.  This  number,  bow7ever,  has  to  be  corrected 
by  deducting  44  N on-Residents  dying  in  the  Infirmary,  Victoria 
Hospital,  &c.,  and  adding  27  Residents  temporarily  residing  in 
Menston  Asylum,  Fever  Hospital  or  other  places  outside  the 
borough. 

The  Borough  total  is  thus  627,  and  the  death-rate  14.33 
compared  with  13.1,  16.8  and  15.3  in  the  previous  three  years 
and  with  12.5  in  the  Great  towns,  11.3  in  the  Smaller  towns  and 
12.4  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  at  40,642  so 
that  the  death-rate  was  15.4. 

It  would  thus  appear  that  the  death-rate  in  the  borough  was 
3 per  thousand  higher  than  the  average  of  other  towns  of 
smaller  size.  Whether  this  is  really  so  can  only  be  determined 
when  the  coming  Census  returns  give  a definite  instead  of  an 
estimated  population  upon  wdiich  to  base  our  calculations. 

Assuming,  however,  the  estimate  to  be  fairly  approximate 
for  the  several  wards,  the  ward  death-rate  works  out  as  follows  : 
C.  18.2,  E.  10.7,  N.E.14.3,  N.W.  13.8,  S.  14.8,  W.  16.4.  Com- 
ment is  witheld  until  justified  by  Census  populations. 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  793  but  in 
31  of  these  cases  there  was  failure  to  notify  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act. 

By  medical  men  341  were  notified,  by  midwives  44° > and 
by  parents  or  guardians  67.  It  is  obvious  that  the  totals  do  not 
agree  and  this  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  notification  should  be 
made  within  36  hours  while  registration  may  take  place  any 
time  within  b weeks. 

The  deaths  under  i year  were  69,  equivalent  to  an  infant 
mortality  of  87  per  1,000  children  born.  For  the  previous  three 
years  the  infant  mortality  was  ioi,  8i,  ioi. 
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For  England  and  Wales  the  mortality  among  infants  per 
1,000  births  was  80,  for  the  96  large  towns  (including  London) 
85,  for  the  148  smaller  towns  80,  while  for  London  it  was  75. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  unreliability  of  the 
general  birth-rate  and  death-rate  because  they  were  based  upon 
an  estimated  population  living  in  the  borough  at  the  middle  of 
the  year.  Infant  mortality,  however,  is  different  in  that  it  is 
based  not  upon  an  estimated  general  population  but  upon  the 
•definitely  ascertained  number  of  children  born  during  the  year. 
Consequently  the  borough  record  is  seen  to  be  higher  than  that 
for  either  the  towns  or  the  whole  country  generally  though  con- 
siderably lower  than  in  the  borough  in  pre-war  years. 

At  the  same  time  the  borough  average  is  the  resultant  of 
very  varied  conditions  which  odious  comparisons  alone  can  bring 
home  to  the  parties  most  intimately  concerned.  Statistics  which 
in  this  instance  are  beyond  dispute,  show  the  infant  mortality  to 
be  huthe  C.  Ward  95,  E.  70,  N.E.  44,  N.W.  55,  S.  116  and  W. 
174.  In  other  words  the  relative  number  of  babies  dying  in  the 
W.  ward  is  nearly  twice  as  large  as  in  the  'C,  three  times  as  high 
as  in  theN.W.,  and  four  times  as  high  as  in  the  N.E. 

Equally  striking  comparisons  are  found  when  dealing  with 
still  births  of  which  53  were  recorded  during  the  year.  Compar- 
ing still  births  with  living  births  we  find  that  percentage  of 
still  to  living  births  in  the  C.  ward  was  3.2,  in  the  E.  5.7, 
N.E.  7.7,  N.W.  4.8,  S.  7.9  and  W.  10.6.  Again  the  record  of 
the  W.  ward  is  notoriously  high  and  upsets  preconceived 
notions  as  to  the  chief  cause  of  still  births  and  infant  mortality. 
Poverty,  for  instance,  is  frequently  mentioned  as  a most  promin- 
ent cause  of  both,  yet  in  the  wards  with  the  two  largest  slum 
areas  namely  the  C.  and  W.  wards  the  widely  differing  results 
mentioned  above  are  found.  Theories  in  explanation  are  often 
erroneous  and  misleading  but  facts  are  stubborn  things  and  fact 
it  is  that  practically  1 in  5 babies  died  in  the  West  Ward  during 
their  first  year  of  life  and  1 in  10  died  before  they  were  born. 

The  infant  mortality  among  legitimate  babies  was  85,  and 
among  illegitimate  133. 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

Zymotic  diseases  were  registered  as  the  cause  of  20  deaths 
with  a death-rate  of  .4  compared  wTith  .7,  .5,  and  .1,  in  the  prev- 
ious three  years.  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Infective 
Enteritis  were  the  principal  causes. 

Uncertified  Deaths  and  Inquests. 

There  was  a well-marked  drop  in  the  number  of  deaths  un- 
certified by  a medical  man  or  by  the  Coroner  namely  11  or  1.7 
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per  cent  compared  with  18  or  3 per  cent  in  the  previous  year. 
The  Coroner’s  inquests  held  were  27 — a fair  average  compared 
with  former  years. 


Table  showing  Comparative  Statistics  for  past  40  years. 


Year. 

Estimated 

Popula- 

tion. 

Births. 

Birth- 

rate. 

Deaths. 

Death 

rate. 

Zym’tic 

Death- 

rate. 

Infant 

Mort- 

ality 

1880 

25,180 

841 

33  3 

559 

22  2 

2.1 

177 

1881 

25  333 

792 

31  2 

608 

24  O 

2-5 

183 

1882 

25,883 

768 

29  6 

567 

21-9 

29 

162 

1883 

26,404 

724 

27.4 

536 

20.3 

i-4 

872 

1884 

26,935 

865 

32.1 

586 

21.7 

2.0 

190 

1885 

27477 

788 

28  4 

560 

20-3 

i-9 

177 

1886 

28,030 

878 

3i  3 

567 

20.2 

44 

132 

1887 

28.594 

914 

31  9 

666 

23-3 

34 

174 

1888 

29,168 

849 

29.1 

637 

2 £.8 

40 

146 

1889 

29,756 

878 

29-5 

602 

20.2 

1-9 

163 

1890 

3°>354 

989 

32.5 

707 

23-3 

2.9 

158 

1891 

30.965 

970 

3 [*3 

664 

21.4 

2.1 

165 

1892 

3^530 

907 

28  4 

601 

I9.O 

1 .7 

158 

1893 

32,070 

922 

28.7 

6l6 

I9.2 

2.2 

,58 

1894 

32.75o 

862 

26.3 

600 

i*.o 

1 8 

IQO 

1895 

33,202 

899 

27.0 

639 

l8  4 

1. 1 

177 

1896 

38.000 

1156 

28  4 

695 

17  7 

15 

163 

1897 

38,809 

1128 

29.0 

662 

17.0 

1.6 

139 

1898 

40,000 

1 *95 

29.8 

739 

18.4 

2.2 

171 

1899 

40,900 

1127 

275 

790 

193 

2.7 

170 

1900 

41,020 

1066 

26.0 

875 

21-3 

34 

164 

1901 

41,564 

1 120 

26  9 

707 

17  O 

1.9 

142 

1902 

4I,75° 

1129 

27.0 

667 

159 

1.1 

155 

1903 

4r.94° 

1023 

24  3 

663 

15.8 

.6 

140 

1904 

42,130 

1017 

24  1 

774 

183 

2.8 

156 

1905 

42,320 

1029 

24  3 

638 

150 

.8 

132 

1906 

42,510 

943 

22.1 

664 

I5-5 

1. 1 

149 

J907 

42,700 

986 

23.0 

619 

H4 

•9 

1 16 

1908 

42,910 

946 

22.4 

667 

*5  5 

1.8 

134 

IC09 

43,100 

959 

22.2 

626 

14  2 

.6 

108 

igiO 

43,3oo 

886 

20.4 

601 

13.8 

.6 

IOI 

191 1 

43.550 

902 

20  6 

667 

152 

1 6 

150 

I9I2 

43,750 

qii 

20.8 

611 

*3-8 

i-3 

IOC> 

1913 

44,010 

837 

19  0 

643 

14.6 

•9 

123 

1914 

44,230 

870 

19  6 

636 

H3 

i-3 

*i3 

1915 

42,235 

720 

17.0 

618 

14.6 

.8 

133 

1916 

42,250 

677 

150 

599 

H-5 

•3 

87 

1917 

42,250 

537 

11.8 

534 

i3-i 

•7 

IOI 

1918 

42,250 

590 

138 

716 

16.9 

•5 

81 

J9  '9 

43,000 

603 

14  0 

600 

139 

.1 

IOI 

IQ20 

43.750  1 

793 

18.1 

627 

‘4  3 

.4 

87 
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R.— Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
District. 

(i)  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Keighley  Waterworks  is  an  undertaking  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Corporation.  The  water  supply  is  derived  from 
upland  gathering  grounds  on  Stanbury,  Trawden,  Oakworth  and 
Haworth  Moors,  on  the  borders  of  Lancashire  and  some  five  to 
eight  miles  west  of  Keighley.  Comprised  in  the  scheme  are  (i) 
Watersheddles.  a high  level  storage  reservoir  situated  1,100  feet 
above  sea-level,  29  acres  in  extent,  with  a capacity  of 

190.600.000  gallons.  (2)  Ponden,  a millowners’  compensation 
reservoir  on  the  head  waters  of  the  River  Worth,  two  miles  down 
the  valley  from  Watersheddles,  with  an  area  of  30  acres,  and  a 
capacity  of  212,500,000  gallons.  (3)  Blaekhill  service  reservoir, 
800  feet  above  ordanee  datum  and  a capacity  of  2,500,000 
gallons.  The  gathering  ground  for  Watersheddles,  1,600  acres 
in  extent,  is  peaty  moorland  overlying  millstone  grit. 

The  water  is  naturallv  very  pure  but  soft,  having  a hardness 
of  ij  degrees.  Like  all  moorland  supplies  it  has  a slightly 
brownish  colour  from  the  peaty  gathering  ground,  and  an  acid 
reaction  due  to  the  presence  of  certain  bacteria  in  the  humus. 

At  Oldfield  the  water  is  filtered  to  remove  the  peaty  colour 
and  treated  with  alkalies  (approximately  200  lbs.  of  Ammonia 
alkali  per  million  gallons)  to  neutralise  the  acid  and  so  prevent 
plumbo-solvent  action  on  the  service  pipes.  The  main  supply 
is  then  conveyed  to  Blaekhill  service  reservoir,  whence  from  an 
altitude  of  800  feet  it  can  be  delivered  to  practically  all  parts 
of  the  Borough.  Other  trunk  mains  run  to  'Cross  Roads  and 
Long  Lee,  to  Brackenbank  and  Ingrow,  &c. 

As  a stand-by  during  long  continued  drought,  an  electric 
motor  and  pump  have  been  fixed  up  at  Fleece  Mills  so  that 

250.000  gallons  can  daily  be  pumped  into  the  mains  from  the 
deep  well  there. 

For  six  weeks — mid  September  to  end  of  October — the  usual 
unlimited  supply  had  to  be  cut  off  during  the  night  but  no 
danger  to  health  and  comparatively  little  inconvenience  re- 
sulted. 

The  daily  average  consumption  was  35  gallons  per  head  for 
domestic  and  5 gallons  for  trade  purposes. 

There  are  approximately  10,250  houses  in  the  borough,  about 
9,800  being  supplied  from  the  town’s  mains  and  400  from  pri- 
vate supplies. 
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No  evidence  of  pollution  either  of  public  or  private  supply 
has  been  detected. 

The  construction  of  the  new  Reservoir  at  Sladen  Valley  has 
been  seriously  delayed  by  a long  continued  strike  among  the 
navvies  employed  there. 

(2)  DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL, 
(a)  House  Drainage. 

All  new  house  drains  are  supervised  and  passed  by  the 
Borough  Engineer  and  after  the  house  is  occupied  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  condition  of  the  drains  is  transferred  to  the  Health 
Department.  This  arrangement  is  clearly  not  satisfactory.  The 
party  responsible  for  an  inhabited-house  drain  should  have  a 
voice  in  determining  whether  or  not  the  drain  is  satisfactorily 
laid  at  the  beginning.  Not  only  would  the  interests  of  the 
property  owner  be  safeguarded,  but  all  objections  arising  from 
dual  control  and  ignorance  of  the  original  condition  and  course 
of  the  drains  would  be  done  awTay  with. 

The  routine  in  dealing  with  house  drainage  remains  the 
same.  Whenever  a complaint  is  made  or  when  infectious  disease 
occurs  in  any  house  the  drains  are  tested  by  smoke,  grenade  or 
other  means,  and  made  good  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Similarly,  when  street  paving  is  about  to  be  begun, 
the  drains  of  all  houses  abutting  on  that  particular  street  are 
inspected  before  paving  is  completed.  When  new  drains  are  laid 
the  water- test  is  the  one  generally  relied  upon. 

It  might  be  mentioned  that  all  house  drains  in  the  town 
proper  are  now  connected  with  the  sewer.  At  outlying  cottages 
and  farms  where  sewers  are  non-existent,  the  sewage  is  drained 
into  sumps  and  on  to  agricultural  land. 

( b ) Sewerage. 

There  are  three  sewerage  systems  in  the  borough.  The 
principal  outfall  sewer  receives  the  drainage  of  five-sixths  of  the 
Borough  and  discharges  at  the  sewage  disposal  works  and  sewage 
farm  at  Mar  ley.  The  remaining  sewers  converge  to  small  dis- 
posal works  at  Utley  and  Braith waite. 

The  principal  sewers  are  composed  of  brick  or  pipe  and  are 
perfectly  satisfactory,  but  the  older  sewers  are  built  of  stone  with 
rounded  bottoms,  and  though  they  appear  efficient,  they  are  no 
longer  considered  up  to  date  and  are  being  gradually  replaced 
by  modern  pipe  sewers.  The  length  of  sewers  put  in  during 
1920  was  134  yards  consisting  entirely  of  new  sewers. 
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(c)  Sewage  Disposal. 

Connected  with  the  three  sewerage  systems  mentioned  above 
are  three  separate  Disposal  Works.  By  far  the  most  important 
are  those  at  Marley.  There  the  egg-shaped  outfall  sewer  dis- 
charges into  three  septic  or  sedimentation  tanks  each  200  feet 
long  by  59  ft.  broad,  and  6ft.  6in.  deep. 

From  the  sedimentation  tanks  this  sewage  is  distributed  over 
twelve  continuous  percolating  “Bacteria  filters”  each  100  ft. 
in  diameter  and  6ft.  deep,  by  means  of  revolving  sprinklers 
worked  automatically  by  the  head  of  sewage  in  the  afferent  con- 
duit. Thence  the  effluent  is  conveyed  for  final  treatment  to  the 
farm  consisting  of  60  acres  of  land  of  which  50  acres  are  laid 
out  in  beds  prepared  for  dealing  with  sewage  on  the  principle  of 
intermittent  downward  filtration. 

Sludge  from  the  sedimentation  tanks  is  discharged  into 
lagoons  on  adjoining  land.  When  dry,  part  is  disposed  of  to 
farmers,  part  spread  on  neighbouring  agricultural  land  belong- 
ing to  the  Corporation. 

At  the  two  other  drainage  areas,  Braithwaite  and  Utley,  the 
sewage  is  somewhat  similarly  dealt  with.  At  Braithwaite  it  is 
passed  through  a septic  tank  and  double  contact  bacteria  filters, 
while  at  Utley  it  is  conveyed  to  two  sedimentation  tanks  and 
then  on  to  agricultural  land. 

(3)  closet  accommodation. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  approximately  8297  water 
closets,  1685  waste-water  closets,  and  1700  tub-closets  in  the 
borough . 

During  1919  the  conversion  of  tub  closets  to  water  carriage 
was  seriously  delayed  partly  owing  to  a restricted  wrater  supply 
and  insufficiency  of  trunk  mains  partly  owing  to  scarcity  of 
labour  and  high  cost  of  material.  In  1920  these  adverse  con- 
ditions were  somewhat  modified  and  conversions  became  more 
numerous.  In  many  instances,  however,  owners  were  noticed  to 
provide  proper  and  sufficient  W.C.  accommodation  and  yet 
could  not  comply.  Delays  occurred  before  plans  could  be  pre- 
pared and  materials  could  not  be  obtained  or  only  at  greatly  en- 
hanced prices.  Thus  the  number  of  completed  conversions  and 
the  number  of  notices  issued  show  considerable  disparity. 

A comparison  with  the  “conversions”  executed  during 
previous  years  may  be  made  from  the  following  table  : — 
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1907 

1908 

1909 

1918 

1911 

1912  1013 

1914 

1915 

1917 

1917 

1818 

1919 

1020 

Houses 

248 

279 

472 

148 

285 

198 

583 

456 

226 

13 

2 



4 

86 

Factories 

21 

5 

3 

5 

— 

— 

6 

41 

36 

50 

— 

6 

— 

53 

259 

264 

| 475 

153 

285 

198 

511 

488 

264 

52 

2 

6 

4 

139 

The  heavy  cost  of  abolishing  tubs  and  providing  proper  and 
sufficient  W.'C.  accommodation  is  undoubtedly  a serious  item, 
but  all  property  owners  alike  had  the  opportunity  of  doing  this 
in  pre-war  days  and  some  fought  shy  of  their  obligations.  It  is 
hardly  fair  that  those  who  realised  their  responsibility  and  car- 
ried out  the  required  alterations  should  now  be  made  pay  their 
share  of  the  heavy  post-war  cartage  expenses  involved  in  deal- 
ing with  the  excreta  tubs  of  those  who  refused  the  opportunity 
previously  afforded  them.  The  health  and  feelings  of  the  occu- 
pier do  not  seem  to  weigh  with  the  owner  unwilling  to  keep 
pace  with  modern  sanitary  requirements.  Ratepayers  living  in 
streets  through  which  “Hygeia’s  Car”  has  to  pass  must  close 
their  windows  and  stop  their  ears  or  else  have  night  made  hide- 
ous as  well  as  unwholesome  by  this  antiquated  abomination. 

Special  provisions  in  the  Keighley  Act  of  1898  gives  practi- 
cally the  same  power  as  Sect.  39 — 42  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
1907  for  conversion  of  tubs  into  water-closets,  and  although  new 
houses  cannot  now  be  erected  without  providing  modern  water- 
closets,  several  years  must  elapse  before  the  borough  can  be  con- 
sidered up-to-date  in  regard  to  its  Sanitary  conveniences. 

The  Health  Committee  aims  at  having  all  tubs  emptied 
weekly  and  it  is  open  to  doubt  if  even  refractory  owners  referred 
to  above  can  look  with  equanimity  upon  the  conditions  which 
have  to  be  borne  when  a Carters’  strike  delays  the  routine 
emptying  for  a few  weeks.  At  such  a time  the  pentecostic  lin- 
guist might  excusably  envy  the  fluency  with  which  the  helpless 
occupier  comments  upon  the  ancestral  stinginess  of  the  owmer 
compared  with  the  prodigality  of  his  overflowing  tub. 

(4)  SCAVENGING,  ETC. 

(a)  House  Refuse  Removal. 

There  are  approximately  9,250  ash-tubs  in  use  in  the 
Borough,  fully  two- thirds  of  which  are  emptied  at  least  once  a 
week  and  the  remainder  fortnightly — provided  there  is  no  strike. 
An  effort  has  been  made  to  empty  these  receptacles  more  fre- 
quently and  to  facilitate  this  arrangement  as  well  as  to  secure 
greater  independence  of  action,  two  motor  vehicles  have  been 
purchased  during  the  year  and  two  more  are  on  order. 
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Such  expeditious  removal  of  refuse  is  especially  necessary 
iu  districts  where  ash-tubs  are  grouped  together  and  where 
thoughtless  housewives  persist  in  filling  the  bins  with  decaying 
vegetable  and  animal  matter  instead  of  burning  it  on  the  back 
kitchen  fire. 

Ash  pits,  like  privy  middens,  are  now  restricted  to  the  out- 
lying districts  and  farms,  and  are  emptied  as  required — some- 
times by  Corporation  workmen  at  other  times  by  the  farmers 
themselves. 

Domestic  and  trade  refuse  is  tipped  on  a suitable  and  con- 
vient  site  between  the  Gas-works  and  Sewage  farm.  It  is  no 
longer  possible,  however,  to  pretend  that  such  a method  of  re- 
fuse-disposal is  either  sanitary  or  economic.  Enterprising 
municipalities  are  daily  demonstrating  the  fact  that  the  salvage 
and  utilisation  of  waste  or  wasted  products  can  be  made  a 
source  of  profit  as  well  as  a means  of  dealing  hygienically  with 
materials  hitherto  regarded  as  rubbish  or  refuse. 

Even  apart  from  the  necessities  arising  from  a rapidly  de- 
creasing tipping  area  we  must,  if  we  are  to  continue  up-to-date 
seriously  consider  the  problem  of  utilising  in  a scientific  manner, 
the  untreated  waste  products  of  the  borough. 

The  scavenging  of  paved  streets  is  undertaken  by  the  Health 
Committee  and  carried  out  by  a special  Cleansing  Staff.  The 
paved  streets  and  macadam  roads,  the  latter  being  highways 
within  the  borough,  are  in  charge  of  the  Highways  Committee, 
and  the  scavenging  is  undertaken  by  the  Borough  Engineer’s 
Department. 

Further  details  as  to  Refuse  Removal,  Street  Cleansing,  &c., 
will  be  found  in  the  appended  Summary  of  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor. 


(5)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  following  classified  statement  of  inspections  made 
during  the  year  has  been  supplied  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
accordance  with  Art.  XX  (16)  of  the  T.G.B.  General  Order, 


1910. 
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Inspections  Re -Inspections 


Inspection  of  dwelling  houses 

1833  ••• 

1433 

)> 

Schools 

19  ... 

11 

}> 

Factories 

106  ... 

ft 

Workshops 

342  ... 

tt 

Bakehouses 

89  ... 

94 

tt 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and 
Milkshops 

77  ••• 

9i 

1 1 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

1 7 ... 

23 

tt 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

142  ... 

1 1 

Slaughterhouses 

831  ... 

— 

1 1 

Offensive  Trades 

40  ... 

14 

1 1 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

158  ... 

— 

t > 

Offensive  Accumulations 

45  ... 

60 

>t 

Drains,  Sewers,  &c. 

850  ... 

580 

f t 

Tents  and  Vans  ... 

7 ... 

2 

,, 

Stable  Premises  ... 

36  ... 

35 

ft 

Markets 

209  ... 

” 

Shops,  re  Meat  & Foods, 

&c 

57  ... 

y y 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be 
a nuisance 

22  ... 

24 

y y 

Miscellaneous 

296  ... 

55 

Total  number  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  end 

of  1919 

81 

y y 

,,  ,,  reported  during  1920 

...  1285 

y y 

,,  ,,  Abated  during  1920 

...  1009 

y y 

,,  ,,  in  hand  at  end 

of  1920 

• ••  357 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  issued  during  1920 

242 

y y 

,,  ,,  complied  with  ... 

216 

y y 

,,  ,,  complied  with  ... 

237 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  issued  during 

1920  .., 

in 

(6)  PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED 
BY  BYE-LAWS. 

(a)  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  three  of  these  in  the  Borough  with  sleeping  accom- 
modation for  325  lodgers.  The  accommodation  is  satisfactory 
and  amply  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the  district.  The 
premises  are  kept  clean  and  tidy  and  the  bye-laws  regulating  the 
management  are  complied  with. 

There  are  four  Houses-let-in  Lodgings  and  one  underground 
sleeping  room  was  used  temporarily. 

(b)  Offensive  Trades. 

Under  this  heading  come  5 Tanners,  4 Tripe  Boilers,  1 Gut 
Scraper,  40  Fish  Friers,  4 Rag  and  Bone  Dealers,  2 Hide  and 
Skin  Dealers,  6 Leather  Dressers,  1 Breeder  of  Maggots. 
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Reasonable  compliance  with  your  bye-laws  has  been  ob- 
served during  the  year  so  far  as  these  are  concerned.  Last  year 
your  attention  was  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  way  in  which  the 
business  of  a knacker  and  breeder  of  maggots  was  being  carried 
on  on  the  moor  above  Long  Lee.  It  was  pointed  out  that  not- 
withstanding the  isolated  position  of  this  offensive  establishment, 
frequent  complaints  of  noxious  effluvium  and  a plague  of  flies 
had  to  be  investigated  during  the  course  of  the  year.  Neither 
premises  nor  equipment  w7ere  satisfactory,  while  the  manage- 
ment was  bad.  Bones  of  horse  and  cow,  more  or  less  covered 
with  flesh,  in  varying  stages  of  mummification  and  decompo- 
sition, lay  in  heaps  about  the  place,  the  drainage  was  seriously 
defective  and  the  water  supply  little  else  than  a sump.  The 
conditions  generally  constituted  a nuisance,  and  the  Committee 
had  no  option,  failing  complete  reorganisation  of  the  business, 
but  to  refuse  to  renew  the  licence.  No  attempts  were  made  to 
stop  or  mitigate  the  nuisances  complained  of  and  subsequently 
legal  action  had  to  be  taken  before  the  business  was  discontinued. 

(7)  SCHOOLS,  &c. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Officer 
and  as  a separate  School  Report  has  been  issued  it  is  necessary 
here  only  to  refer  to  the  methods  of  detection  and  prevention  of 
infectious  disease  among  school  children. 

Where  infectious  disease  is  known  to  exist  in  a household, 
all  children  from  that  family  are  excluded  from  school  until 
danger  of  further  infection  is  prevented  by  removal  of  the  patient 
to  the  Fever  Hospital  or  otherwise.  Steps  taken  to  secure  prompt 
action  include  the  following  reciprocal  routine  : Every  case  of 
infectious  disease  in  houses  from  which  children  attend  school, 
is  notified  by  the  Health  Office  to  the  Education  Office  and 
thence  to  the  Head  Teachers.  These  in  like  manner  transmit  to 
the  M.O.H.  either  directly  or  through  the  Education  Office, 
such  facts  as  come  to  their  knowledge  regarding  known  or  sus- 
pected infectious  disease  among  their  scholars.  Similarly  the 
Attendance  Officers  and  School  Nurses  collect  what  information 
they  can  respecting  cases  of  sickness  and  home  environment  for 
the  mutual  benefit  of  the  tv/o  co-operating  departments. 

Notices  specifying  the  dates  on  which  disinfection  of 
infected  houses  was  carried  out,  dates  when  convalescents  may 
return  to  school,  &c.,  are  regularly  sent  from  the  Health  to  the 
Education  Offices.  A tabulated  list  of  diseases  with  the  recog- 
nised periods  for  exclusion  and  quarantine  of  contacts  and  in- 
fected scholars  has  been  issued  to  Head  Teachers  for  their 
guidance  in  dealing  with  infected  cases. 
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Other  administrative  measures  for  checking  the  spread  of 
disease,  include  the  occasional  disinfection  of  class-rooms,  and 
the  systematic  disinfection  of  whole  schools  whenever  thought 
desirable  after  consultation  between  the  two  departments. 

(8)  WORKSHOPS,  BAKEHOUSES,  &c. 

The  revised  Register  contains  the  names  of  305  Workshops, 
details  of  which  are  given  on  Home  Office  Table  iV  , paye  349. 
All  have  been  inspected  and  details  of  air  space,  ventilation, 
sanitary  conveniences,  &c\,  recorded. 

DOMESTIC  WORKSHOPS,  &c. 

A separate  entry  in  the  Register  is  kept  for  those  Domestic 
Workshops  in  which  only  members  of  the  family  are  engaged, 
and  those  for  only  part  of  the  day  and  where,  during  the  rest 
of  the  day  the  work-room  is  used  by  the  family  for  household 
purposes. 

The  Domestic  Workshops  on  the  Register  include  : — 

Bakers  (above  ground)  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

,,  (under  ground)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tailors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  4 

Shoemakers  . . ...  . . ...  ...  6 

Dressmakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Pork  Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


75 

C.~~ Food  Supplies. 

(a)  Milk. 

Most  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  borough  is  produced 
within  its  area.  There  are  approximately  63  dairy  farms,  102 
cowsheds  and  520  milch  cows.  All  are  inspected  not  less  than 
three  times  a year  by  your  Veterinary  Surgeon  and  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

The  cowsheds  may  now  be  considered  structurally  satis- 
factory and  the  processes  of  milk  production  are  carried  on  much 
more  intelligently  than  was  the  custom  some  years  ago. 
Farmers  are  becoming  alive  to  the  fact  that  cleanliness  and  con- 
venience do  not  necessarily  mean  waste  of  money  and  time  nor 
that  a large  yield  of  mild  can  only  be  obtained  when  cows  are 
kept  in  dark,  stuffy  over-heated  byres.  They  no  longer  shut 
their  eyes  to  the  obvious  fact  that  conditions  which  favour  mal- 
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nutrition  and  tuberculosis  in  human  beings  cannot  fail  to  pro- 
duce similar  results  upon  animals.  A maximum  yield  of  milk, 
rather  than  length  of  days  and  a good  slaughtering  price,  was 
considered  the  sole  raison  d’etre  of  the  dairy  cow  but  slowly  it 
is  becoming  apparent  that  modern,  i.e.,  hygienic  methods  of 
housing  and  milking  give  even  better  results  than  the  short- 
sighted policy  of  a previous  generation. 

Producer  and  consumer  alike  should  remember  that  un- 
cleanliness in  milk  is  as  injurious  as  adulteration  by  added 
water  and  subject  to  similar  penalties  if  convicted.  A dirty 
milk  supply,  the  result  of  thoughtless  or  wilful  neglect  of 
reasonable  precautions,  although  primarily  an  act  of  omission, 
may  produce  serious  interference  with  health,  while  the  addition 
of  water  or  other  adulterant  is  an  act  of  commission  producing 
lessened  nutritive  value  and  malnutrition,  especially  in  the  case 
of  invalids  and  young  children. 

A review  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Committee  under  the 
Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919,  will  be  found  under 
the  heading  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Milk  Distribution 
page  73  p 


( b ) Meat. 

Meat-Inspection.  So  far  as  known  all  meat  sold  in  the 
borough  has  previously  been  inspected.  The  slaughter  houses 
are  situated  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  and  though  all  are 
inspected  regularly  and  impartially,  your  inspectors,  however 
energetic,  cannot  guarantee  efficient  inspection  when  slaughter- 
ing is  conducted  in  several  widely  separated  places  at  the  same 
time. 

It  is  due  to  the  trade  to  state  that  most  if  not  all  the 
butchers  are  anxious  to  conduct  their  various  operations  in  a 
hygienic,  wholesome  manner,  and  are  seriously  handicapped  by 
lack  of  opportunit3T.  As  a rule  the  slaughter  houses  are  over- 
crowded, badly  lighted  and  insufficiently  provided  with  proper 
and  convenient  means  of  ensuring  cleanliness.  Such  being  the 
case,  it  is  for  the  ratepayers  and  public  to  say  whether  they  con- 
tinue satisfied  with  meat  supplies  prepared  for  them  in  houses 
and  under  conditions  which  have  been  called  in  question  for  the 
past  quarter  century. 

It  is  gratifying  to  put  on  record  the  fact  that  since  the  above 
was  written  and  before  going  to  press  a deputation  of  butchers 
petitioned  the  Health  Committee  to  provide  a Public  abattoir  for 
the  borough. 
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Slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  district : — 

In  1914  In  Jan.  1920  In  Dec.  1920 


Registered 

Licensed 

Total 


8 7 

3 3 

11  10 


5 

3 

8 


The  need  for  a public  abattoir  was  endorsed  by  th^  Coun- 
cil in  1899  when  a site  was  purchased  for  the  purpose.  That 
site  is  no  longer  considered  suitable  and  it  is  doubtful  if  delay 
in  securing  another  will  tend  to  remove  present  difficulties.  Any- 
how the  objectionable  features  in  the  slaughter  houses  of 
twenty  years  ago  which  influenced  the  Council  in  deciding  to 
build  a modern  abattoir  still  remain,  and  so  far  as  overcrowding 
is  concerned  in  an  aggravated  degree. 

The  quality  of  the  meat  inspected  seemed  satisfactory.  In 
doubtful  cases  notice  was  generally  sent  to  the  Health  office  so 
that  legal  seizure  as  a preliminary  to  legal  action  was  unneces- 
sary. The  amount  thus  surrendered  on  account  of  Tuberculosis 
v/as  42olbs.,  for  other  conditions  1709  lbs.,  or  a total  of  2 tons 
12  cwts.  3 qrs.  7 lbs. 

(c)  Other  Foods. 


Inspection  of  other  foods  and  places  for  the  preparation  of 
food-stuffs  e.g.,  bakehouses,  triperies,  fried  fish  shops,  &c.,  was 
carried  out  on  the  routine  lines  of  former  years.  No  serious 
cause  of  complaint  was  found — unsound  fish  (135  lbs.)  and 
tinned  fruit  (97  lbs.)  being  surrendered.  Details  may  be  found 
in  accompanying  report  of  Sanitary  Inspector  page  737. 

(d)  No  case  of  food-poisoning  in  the  borough  has  come  to 
knowledge  of  the  Health  Department. 

(i e ) Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  : 


Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  samples  were  taken  by  the 


mty  Inspector  who  reported  as 

follows  : — 

Baking  Powder 

2. 

Drugs, 

9 . 

Beer, 

1. 

Milk, 

...  49. 

Cake  Flour,  ... 

2. 

Milk  (for  dirt), 

3- 

Corn  Flour, 

1. 

Oatmeal, 

1. 

Condensed  Milk, 

1. 

Pepper, 

1 . 

Custard  Powder, 

1. 

Potted  Meat, 

1. 

Coffee  (informal 

— 

sample)  ... 

1. 

73 

The  Public  analyst  reported  all  the  above  samples  to  be  gen- 
uine with  the  exception  of  one  sample  of  Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre, 
which  only  contained  68.4  per  cent  of  Nitrous  Ether.  The  Ven- 
dor of  this  sample  was  cautioned  by  the  Legal  Department  of  the 
County  Council. 
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The  three  samples  of  Milk  submitted  for  special  examin- 
ation for  cow  dung  were  reported  to  be  passably  clean. 

Town  Hall,  Signed, 

Skipton,  Arthur  Randerson, 

Jan.  27th,  1921.  County  Inspector  under  the 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


D.— Incidence  and  Control  of 
Infectious  Disease. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  are  given 
below,  and  for  comparison  the  numbers  notified  every  year 
since  the  Notification  Act  came  into  force. 
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Small  Pox. 

No  case  has  occurred  in  the  borough  since  1905.  Several 
instances  have  been  notified  by  the  Military  Authorities  of  sold- 
iers on  furlough  from  India  and  elsewhere  having  been  exposed 
to  infection  on  troop-ships,  and,  on  reaching  home,  such  “con- 
tacts” have  been  kept  under  observation  until  the  incubation 
period  had  passed.  Careful  supervision  of  these  cases  is  essential, 
for  although  considerable  activity  has  been  shown  in  improving 
our  first  line  of  defence  (40  vaccinations  compared  with  1 in 
1919)  there  is  a tremendous  amount  of  unprotected  and  therefore 
inflammable  material  in  the  borough. 

The  small  hospital  at  Upper  Heights,  Stanbury,  is  always 
kept  in  a state  of  preparedness.  The  accommodation  is  un- 
fortunately rather  limited — say  3 adults  and  5 children,  or  4 
adults  and  2 children,  and,  therefore,  the  Joint  Hospital  Board 
have  concluded  arrangements  for  the  admission  of  a few  cases 
into  the  Skipton  Small  Pox  Hospital  should  necessity  arise. 

Measles. 

During  the  last  quarter  of  1919  this  zymotic  disease  was 
epidemic,  but  early  in  1920  there  came  a rapid  decrease  in  the 
number  of  infected  houses.  Being  no  longer  notifiable  a definite 
statement  of  the  number  of  infected  persons  or  houses  cannot  be 
made.  The  second  quarter  experienced  a slight  recrudescence 
which,  however,  soon  died  out. 

The  mortality  returns  showed  1 death  during  the  1st  qr.,  and 
4 during  the  2nd. 

Death-rate  .11  compared  with  .33,  .00,  .06,  in  the  three 
previous  years  and  with  .22  in  the  96  large  towns,  .19  in 
the  smaller  towns,  and  .19  in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

Whooping  Cough. 

This  disease,  like  measles,  was  fairly  prevalent  during  the 
1 st  and  2nd  qrs.  No  estimate  of  the  numbers  attacked. 

The  deaths  numbered  6 of  which  2 were  in  the  1st  qr.  and 
4 in  the  second.  Half  the  deaths  were  of  infants  under  1 year. 

Death-rate  .13  compared  with  .00,  .47,  .00  in  the  previous 
three  years  and  with  .14  in  the  large  towms  .10  in  the 
smaller  towns,  and  .11  in  England  and  Wales. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

For  seven  years  the  borough  has  been  remarkably  free 
from  this  infection.  During  the  latter  part  of  1920,  however. 
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the  steady  increase  in  the  recrudescence,  suggested  that  the 
epidemic  cycle  characteristic  of  this  zymotic  disease  could  not 
long  be  deferred.  The  monthly  notifications  beginning  with  July 
were  4,  7,  12,  27,  18,  27.  Total  for  the  year  102. 

The  incidence  in  the  N.E.  ward  was  1.0  per  1,000  but  in  the 
others  it  was  higher  though  not  very  unevenly  distributed ^ 
namely  W.  2.1,  iC.  2.5,  N.W.  2.5,  E.  2.9,  S.3.0. 

Age  distribution  : Table  II.,  page  344,  shows  a tendency 
towards  an  unusually  large  proportion  attacked  in  adult  life. 

Hospital  isolation  was  secured  in  83%  of  the  cases.  The 
following  comparison  might  well  be  used  as  an  argument  in 
favour  of  sending  cases  to  hospital  as  a means  of  checking  spread 
of  infection  : — 


N.E. 

W. 

c. 

E 

S. 

N.W. 

100, 

92, 

91, 

86, 

76, 

72)  — % isolated 

1.0 

2.1, 

2-5, 

2.9, 

3-0, 

2.5  = incidence. 

The  experience  of  the  N.W.  ward  seems  adverse  to  but  does 
not  invalidate  the  argument  if  allowance  be  made  for  the  gener- 
ally better  means  of  isolation  in  the  better  class  houses  coupled 
with  the  smaller  proportion  of  persons  per  house  in  the  N.W. 
compared  with  the  other  wards. 

The  epidemic,  if  such  it  could  be  called,  was  extremely  mild 
as  well  as  extremely  irregular  in  type.  Sore  throat  was  usually 
present  but  as  a rule  slight  in  degree.  Rash — often  present  on 
the  face — rarely  persisted  beyond  a couple  of  days.  Temperature 
was  never  high  and  like  the  rash  disappeared  in  a day  or  two. 
The  characteristically  quick  pulse  and  strawberry  tongue  were 
not  often  present.  Desquamation  followed  in  most  cases  but 
like  other  symptoms  wTas  rarely  typical ; not  unfrequently  it  be- 
gan on  the  2nd  or  3rd  day  of  the  illness. 

Thus  in  the  majority  of  cases  only  two  or  three  of  the  five 
classic  symptoms  were  present  and  medical  men  justifiably  hesi- 
tated in  diagnosing  Scarlet  Fever.  At  the  same  time  sequelae 
characteristic  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Albuminuria,  Rheumatism, 
Otorrhoea,  &c.,  developed  with  unusual  frequency  and  the 
occurrence  of  several  cases  in  one  family  proved  the  wisdom  of 
hospital  isolation  in  spite  of  indefinite  symptons  and  slight 
complaint  of  illness. 

No  deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause,  compared  with 
a death-rate  in  the  three  previous  years  of  .09,  .00,  .00,  and  of 
.04  in  the  large  towns  .03  in  the  smaller  towns  and  .04  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales. 
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Diphtheria. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  only  once  in  over  20  years  has 
the  number  of  notified  cases  been  so  small,  namely  22.  In  7 of 
these  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  microscopic  or  bacteriologi- 
cal examination. 

The  incidence,  as  for  several  years  past,  was  greatest  in  the 
N.W.  and  S.  wards  and  least  in  the  West. 

Age  : 9 Avere  between  1 and  5 years  and  12  between  5 and  15. 
The  number  isolated  in  hospital  was  14. 

Deaths:  2,  yielding  a death-rate  of  .04  compared  with  .02, 
,00,  and  .00  in  the  previous  three  years  and  with  .16  in  the  large 
towns,  .14  in  the  smaller  towns  and  .15  in  England  and  Wales. 

Diphtheria- Antitoxin  Avas  supplied  free  to  Practitioners 
applying  for  it. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Only  1 case  was  notified.  For  years  the  borough  had  been 
free  from  this  infection  and  naturally  every  effort  was  made  to 
trace  the  probable  source  in  the  case  notified,  but  without  suc- 
cess. The  case  notified  ended  fatally.  Death-rate  .01  compared 
with  .00  in  each  of  the  previous  three  years  and  with  .01  in  the 
large  towns  .02  in  the  smaller  towns  and  .01  in  England  and 
Wales. 

Diarrhoea  and  Zymotic  Enteritis. 

No  estimate  can  be  formed  of  the  exact  degree  of  prevalence 
of  this  zymotic  disease,  but  there  were  5 deaths  registered  viz  : 
2 in  the  E.,  2 in  the  W.,  and  1 in  S.  ward. 

It  should  not  be  necessary  to  remind  parents  that  bottle-fed 
babies  are  practically  the  only  ones  liable  to  this  complaint. 
Breast-fed  babies  have  a sterile  milk  supply  whereas  the  bottle- 
fed  get  the  very  article  which  forms  the  favourite  medium  for 
the  growth  of  the  infective  germ.  Absolute  cleanliness  is  rarely 
attained  or  even  understood  by  many  mothers.  The  ease  with 
which  feeding  bottles,  tubes  and  dummy  teats  are  contaminated 
and  the  danger  resulting  from  the  transmission  of  infective 
matter  by  such  ordinary  means  as  the  common  house  fly  demon- 
strate the  advantage  and  safety  of  breast  feeding  over  all  arti- 
ficial methods. 

The  death-rate  from  Zymotic  Enteritis  of  children  under  2 
years  was  .11  compared  with  .12,  .04  and  .08  in  the  previous 
three  years.  If  the  rate  be  calculated  per  1,000  Births  then  for 
the  borough  the  rate  was  7.5  compared  with  10.4  in  the  great 
towns,  7.8  in  the  smaller  towns,  and  8.3  in  England  and  Wales. 

Hoaa'  far  this  satisfactory  result  is  due  to  climatic  conditions 
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cannot  be  determined,  but  as  pointed  out  last  year  the  Health 
Committee  and  the  Health  Visitors  made  no  small  contribution 
to  the  lessened  mortality.  The  former  endeavoured  to  remove 
insanitary  conditions  favouring  the  growth  of  the  specific  germ — 
back  yards  were  paved,  decaying  animal  and  vegetable  refuse 
promptly  removed,  and  horse  manure,  the  usual  breeding  place 
for  flies,  carted  from  stables  near  the  centre  of  the  town  once  a 
week.  The  latter  made  special  visits  to  all  working  class  houses 
w7here  there  were  young  children,  instructing  mothers  in  the 
selection,  protection,  and  preparation  of  food,  pointing  out  the 
danger  of  unsuitable  diet,  damaged  or  unripe  fruit,  and  above  all 
of  dust  or  germ  polluted  milk,  preaching  the  doctrine  of  scru- 
pulous cleanliness  and  urging  for  infants  the  inestimable  advan- 
tage of  breast  feeding. 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis,  Encephalitis  Letrargica,  &c. 

No  case  of  Acute  Polio-Myelitis  was  reported. 

One  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  occurred  and  although 
the  special  fluid  was  negative  to  the  microscope  and  guinea 
pig,  the  clinical  symptoms  were  decidedly  characteristic.  No 
death  registered  from  this  cause. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

One  case  was  notified;  no  death. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

The  notified  cases  numbered  10.  Except  when  attended  by 
a medical  man  these  cases  were  carefully  followed  up  by  the 
Health  Visitor  and  skilled  treatment  given  either  at  the  home  or 
at  the  Clinic.  In  one  instance  permanent  injury  to  vision  re- 
sulted. 

The  recorded  cases  during  the  previous  three  years  show 
a steady  increase,  namely,  4.5,  7 and  now  10. 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  and  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 

This  disease  is  now  included  among  those  compulsorily 
notifiable.  It  is  defined  as  a febrile  disease  characterised  by 
inflammation  of  the  lungs  and  due  to  one  or  more  specific  micro- 
organisms. The  notified  cases  numbered  50. 

The  incidence  of  notified  cases  was  very  irregular  nearly 
half  the  cases  occurring  in  the  E.  ward,  viz  : C.  1.,  E.  20,  N.E.  5* 
N.W.  8,  S.  7,  W.  9. 

Age  distribution  : 4 between  5 — 15,  7 between  15 — 25,  22  be- 
tween 25 — -45  and  17  over  45. 

There  were  nine  cases  moved  to  the  Fever  Hospital  includ- 
ing 4 from  the  E.  and  3 from  the  S.  wards. 

The  deaths  numbered  30,  death-rate  .68. 


728 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT,  1 9 20. 

From  Table  III.  on  page  345  it  will  be  seen  that  altogether 
71  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Pneumonia  and  Broncho- 
Pneumonia  and  it  is  not  always  possible  to  differentiate  between 
Primary  and  Secondary  forms.  It  may  further  be  seen  that  26 
of  the  deaths  were  of  children  under  5,  none  of  these  being  noti- 
fied as  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. 


E.~Prevalence  and  Control  of 
Tuberculosis. 

(a)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Jt  is  generally  held  that  every  great  war  is  followed  by  an 
increase  in  the  prevalence  of  Tuberculosis.  Last  year  it  was 
pointed  out  that  no  such  increase  had  been  noticed  in  the 
borough,  though  the  same  could  not  be  said  in  regard  to 
increased  mortality.  How  far  that  conclusion  is  main- 
tained may  be  seen  from  the  following  table  showing  incidence 
and  mortality  since  the  notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
became  compulsory  in  1912  : — 


Year. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Attack-rate 
per  1,000 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Death  rate 
p r 1,000 

1912 

85 

I '9 

31 

•70 

1913 

96 

2*1 

36 

•8l 

1914 

77 

17 

43 

*99 

1915 

80 

1 8 

33 

•78 

1916 

54 

12 

49 

1 15 

19  7 

62 

1*2 

4i 

‘97 

1918 

62 

i*4 

5i 

1*20 

1919 

57 

i*3 

48 

1 1 1 

1920 

54 

1 *2 

44 

roo 

Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  the  average  number  of  notifications 
received  in  the  years  1912-1917  was  70.  In  1920  the  number  was 
54.  Again  for  the  period  mentioned  the  average  number  of 
deaths  was  41.  In  1920  there  were  44. 

After  deducting  deaths  and  removals  it  appears  further  that 
223  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  are  to-day  living  (or  dying) 
in  the  borough  and  the  question  naturally  arises  are  we  doing  all 
we  can  to  prevent  these  cases  becoming  and  continuing  a source 
of  danger  to  others.  For  once  the  old  adage  tot  homines,  quot 
sententiae  (so  many  men,  so  many  minds)  cannot  apply,  and  it 
would  be  obvious  suberfuge  to  ask  “am  I my  brother’s  keeper?’’ 

It  is  certainly  disconcerting  to  find  so  many  sufferers  from 
Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  in  our  midst  and  we  may  excusably 
glance  at  the  chart  on  the  opposite  page  which  shows  an  en- 
couraging fall  in  the  mortality  rates  from  Pulmonary  Tubercul- 
osis during  the  past  40  years,  and  a stimulus  to  increased  efforts 
in  the  years  to  come. 


Death-rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  per  1000  of  Population. 
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Incidence  : For  the  whole  borough  the  attack-rate  is  1.23 
per  1,000  of  the  population  although  for  many  years  past  in  the 
West  Ward  it  has  been  over  2 per  1,000.  If  all  known  cases  are 
taken  irrespective  of  date  of  notification,  the  incidence  is  7.7b 
per  1,000. 

Age  : Of  the  54  cases  notified  36  were  between  15 — 45. 

Sex  : The  sex  distributions  was  remarkably  even. 

Occupation.  Factory  and  workshop  27  cases,  Labourers 
and  Out-door  Workers  9,  Housewife  7,  School  6,  Ex-Soldiers  5. 

Death-rate  1.00. 

( b ) Forms  of  Tuberculosis  other  than  Pulmonary. 

(Glands,  Meninges,  Bowel,  Bone,  Joints). 

Cases  notified  13,  compared  with  22,  15,  17,  in  the  previous 
three  years.  The  incidence  seemed  to  be  greatest  in  the  C.  and 
N.E.  wards  but  otherwise  there  was  nothing  calling  for  com- 
ment. 

Death-rate,  .18. 

MEANS  FOR  PREVENTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

As  soon  as  practicable  after  receipt  of  notification  the  sani- 
tary condition  of  the  house  as  well  as  the  personal  and  family 
history  of  the  patient  are  investigated.  Directions,  verbal  and 
printed,  are  then  given  by  the  Visiting  Nurse  to  the  patient  and 
members  of  the  infected  household  and  the  precautions  most 
likely  to  benefit  the  patient  and  protect  the  others  are  discussed. 
The  infectious  nature  of  the  disease,  the  danger  of  overcrowd- 
ing and  the  advisability  of  all  contacts  being  thoroughly 
examined  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  are  emphasised  as  well 
as  such  matters  as  the  open  window,  open  fireplace,  separate 
bedroom  for  the  patient,  regular  hours,  avoidance  of  alcohol, 
and  last,  but  not  least,  the  use  of  the  spittoon  and  the  efficient 
destruction  of  the  tuberculous  sputum. 

Free  disinfection  of  sick  rooms,  especially  on  the  removal 
or  death  of  a tuberculous  patient  is  recommended  and  frequently 
carried  out. 

Apart  from  domiciliary  treatment  of  insured  persons  and 
home  visitation  by  Health  Visitors,  moveable  shelters  for  con- 
sumptives are  provided  by  the  County  Council,  while  ample 
accommodation  for  suitable  cases  is  provided  for  females  at 
Morton  Banks  Sanatorium,  and  for  males  at  one  or  other  of  the 
West  Riding  County  Council  Sanatoria. 

The  work  of  the  local  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  will  be  re- 
viewed by  the  County  Authorities  and  need  not  be  dealt  with 
here. 
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F.— Investigation  of  other  Common 
Dise  ases. 

Respiratory  Diseases. 

Under  this  heading  are  included  Bronchitis,  registered  as  the 
cause  of  41  deaths,  Pneumonia  and  Broncho-Pneumonia  already 
discussed  and  credited  with  71  deaths,  and  other  pulmonary  con- 
ditions such  as  Pleurisy,  Asthma,  Laryngitis  with  8 deaths. 

As  formerly  pointed  out,  climatic  conditions  may,  and  prob- 
ably do,  largely  influence  the  prevalence  of  bronchial  troubles 
especially  among  old  and  young.  Yet  other  morbid  conditions, 
e.g.,  septic  conditions  of  the  mouth  (pyorrhoea)  exanthemata 
(measles  and  whooping  cough),  etc.,  are  more  or  less  preventable 
causes  and  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  when  estimating  our 
liabilities  as  a Sanitary  Authority.  Damp  dwellings,  dusty  occu- 
pations and  a smoke-laden  atmosphere  certainly  are  predisposing 
causes  and  for  these — though  the  fact  is  often  overlooked  when 
dealing  with  Bronchitis — we  are  in  a measure  responsible  if  we 
fail  to  carry  out  our  statutory  obligations. 

The  death-rate  from  all  respiratory  diseases  was  2.7  com- 
pared with  2.2,  3.3  and  2.7  in  the  previous  three  years. 

Cancer — Malignant  Disease. 

In  the  1919  Report  it  was  stated  that  64  deaths  were  regis- 
tered as  due  to  Malignant  Disease  compared  with  47,  43,  44  in 
the  previous  three  years.  Suggestions  were  also  made  why  a 
distinctly  increased  prevalence  should  not  be  too  readily  inferred. 
The  apparently  obvious  conclusion  however,  seems  justified  in 
view  of  the  continued  high  mortality  in  1920  when  58  deaths 
were  registered. 

Various  theories  have  from  time  to  time  been  advanced  to 
explain  the  increasing  incidence  , e.g.,  the  infection  persisting 
in  so-called  Cancer  houses,  the  ingestion  of  too  much  animal 
food,  indulgence  in  too  much  starchy  food,  and  the  gradually 
increasing  number  of  persons  of  an  age  at  wfliich  degenerative 
changes  are  becoming  inevitable.  While  the  last  mentioned 
hypothesis  complies  with,  if  it  does  not  prove  the  premises,  the 
others  are  either  antagonistic  or  have  been  previously  shown 
not  to  be  conclusive  so  far  as  the  borough  is  concerned. 

Incidence  : For  some  inexplicable  reason  the  mortality  in 
the  C.  ward,  viz  : 2.7,  was  three  times  as  high  as  in  the  E., 
N.E.,  and  S.  wards,  and  twice  as  high  as  in  the  W.  and  N.W. 
wards. 
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Death-rate  1.32,  compared  with  1. 01,  1.04,  1.44,  in  the 
previous  three  years. 

Influenza. 

During  the  2nd  qr.  a short  but  rather  serious  wave  swept 
over  the  district  carrying  with  it  21  victims.  The  usual  efforts 
for  prevention  were  tried  with  the  usual  want  of  success  so  far 
as  can  be  seen.  At  the  Fever  Hospital  where  9 Influenzal 
Pneumonias  were  removed,  the  staff  underwent  prophylactic 
inoculation  with  influenza  vaccine  and  all  escaped  infection  but 
there  is  no  evidence  of  general  use  of  this  preventive  measure. 


Death-rate  .4,  compared  with  3.3  and  .7  in  the  previous  two 
years. 


Veneral  Diseases. 


After  prolonged  negotiations  between  the  Health  Commit- 
tee, acting  on  behalf  of  the  W.R.  County  Council,  and  the 
Victoria  Hospital  Committee,  arrangements  were  completed  for 
the  establishment  at  that  Institution  of  a V.D.  clinic  similar  to 
that  existing  at  most  general  hospitals.  The  opening  took  place 
on  22nd  January. 

If  numbers  constitute  success  then  the  Clinic  has  proved 
appallingly  successful.  According  to  the  Report  of  Dr.  Frew, 
the  expert  placed  in  charge  by  the  W.R.C.C.,  122  males  and  68 
females  received  treatment.  Before  completing  their  course  of 
treatment  24  ceased  to  attend,  28  were  cured,  27  finished  their 
■course  and  remained  under  observation  and  111  were  still  under 
treatment  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  total  attendances  were  2,947.  Pathological  examina- 
tions at  the  W.R.C.C.  laboratory  was  freely  utilised,  277  speci- 
mens having  been  examined. 

This  record  is  a highly  unsavory  one.  It  shows  the  need  for 
increased  propaganda  and  suggests  a terrible  amount  of  needless 
suffering  among  innocent  victims  and  waste  of  life  among 
infants  born  and  unborn. 


G._Ma ternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

1.  Under  the  Midwives’  Act.,  1902,  the  West  Riding  County 
Council  is  the  Supervising  Authority.  In  1918,  however,  your 
medical  officer  was  authorised  by  the  County  Council  to  inspect 
Midwives  practising  in  the  borough  in  order  that  more  intimate 
supervision  of  their  work  might  be  maintained.  One  result  has 
been  closer  co-operation  between  the  Midwives  and  Health 
Visitors.  The  former  are  slowly  absorbing  useful  knowledge 
from  the  trained  Nurses,  whom  they  now  look  upon  as  co- 
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workers  rather  than  as  inquisitive  officials,  while  the  latter  learn 
more  of  the  circumstances  and  needs  of  the  poorer  classes  among 
whom  the  midwives  practice. 

To  midwives  43  supervisory  visits  were  made  by  Health 
visitors. 

2.  The  activities  of  the  Health  Committee  are  linked  up 
with  those  of  the  Infant  Aid  Society,  representatives  of  the 
Society  being  co-opted  as  members  of  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee. 

There  are  two  Infant  Welfare  Centres  open  on  two  after- 
noons per  week  where  the  Assistant  M.O.H.,  one  whole  time 
and  two  half-time  Health  Visitors  and  numerous  voluntary 
helpers  carried  on  their  beneficient  work.  No  change  has  been 
made  in  general  arrangements — the  following  departments  be- 
ing carried  on  as  in  previous  years,  viz  : Infant  Consultations, 
’Ante-natal  Clinic,  School  for  Mothers,  Sewing  and  Clothing 
Club,  Home  Visitation  and  Milk  Distribution. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  the  work  done  by 
the  Health  Visitors,  etc.  : — 


Visits 


Wards 

Still  Births 

Births 

Deaths 

Primary 

Secondary 

c. 

3 

94 

9 

108 

239 

E. 

9 

158 

1 1 

158 

203 

N.E. 

12 

156 

7 

165 

227 

N.W, 

7 

144 

8 

124 

156 

S. 

II 

138 

16 

148 

162 

w. 

II 

xo3 

18 

108 

228 

53 

793 

69 

8ll 

1215 

To  expectant  mothers,  53  primary  and  89  secondary  visits 
were  made. 

3.  Milk  Distribution.  During  the  early  months  of  the  year 
the  Moulders’  Strike  and  the  consequent  loss  of  employment 
among  associated  trades,  and  later  the  general  depression  affect- 
ing the  whole  industrial  world,  told  heavily  upon  the  lower 
working  classes.  In  order  to  meet  the  distress  arising  from  those 
causes  advantage  was  taken  of  the  milk  (Mothers  and  Children) 
Order,  1918,  and  subsequent  Orders  and  Circulars  of  the  L.G.B. 
to  the  following  extent : — 

£ s.  d. 

Cost  of  Milk  distributed  free  or  at  reduced  charges  549  15  yi 
Cost  of  Milk  distributed  by  the  Infant  Aid  Society  63  15  gi 


£613  11  5 


734 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT,  1 9 20. 

The  basis  of  distribution  was  on  the  following  lines:  — 
If  average  weekly  earnings  of  household  was  less  than  7/6  per 
head  milk  was  given  free.  If  between  7/6  and  10/6  per  head 
the  Corporation  paid  two-thirds  of  the  cost.  If  between  10/6 
and  12/6  the  Corporation  paid  half. 

The  amount  allowed  was  in  accordance  with  that  set  out  in 
the  L.G.B.  Circular-letter  of  9th  February,  1918. 

Fresh  milk  was  supplied  by  the  Corporation  in  the  form  of 
orders  on  local  milk-men.  Ordinarily  dried  milk  was  given  by 
the  Infant  Aid  Society. 

4.  Maternity  Home.  Reference  was  made  in  last  year’s 
Report  to  the  unsuccessful  attempts  to  secure  a suitable  building 
for  a Home.  During  1920  these  efforts  were  continued  and 
arrangements  for  the  purchase  of  a suitable  house  was  almost 
completed  when  the  discovery  of  certain  restrictive  clauses  in  the  • 
title  deeds  regarding  the  use  of  the  premises  stopped  negotia- 
tions. A fresh  start  w*as  made  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  there 
seemed  every  prospect  of  satisfactory  arrangments  being  made 
with  the  Victoria  Hospital  Committee  for  the  reception  and 
treatment  of  maternity  cases  in  one  of  the  hospital  pavilions  or 
in  the  adjoining  Victoria  Cottage. 

H. “Sanitary  Administration  of  the 
Borough. 

(1)  Staff. 

The  series  of  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  staff  begun  in 
1919  has  continued  during  the  year  under  review.  First  the 
Senior  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Hanson,  resigned  for 
a better  appointment  in  Carlisle.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Albert  Fortune,  A.R.S.I.,  District  Inspector,  Burnley,  and  Mr. 
Riley,  C.R.S.I.,  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  second  Assist- 
ant Inspector. 

Before  the  end  of  the  year  another  change  had  to  be  effected 
owing  to  the  departure  for  Egypt  of  the  Lady  Health  Visitor, 
Mrs.  Meynell.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Health  Committee 
had  looked  with  disfavour  upon  the  arrangement  whereby  the 
Health  Visitor  supervised  the  welfare  of  infants  and  children  up 
to  2 years  of  age  while  children  between  the  ages  of  2 and  5 
were  metaphorically  left  out  in  the  cold  until  at  school  age  they 
were  taken  over  by  the  School  Nurse.  It  was  therefore  con- 
sidered advisable  to  connect  up  the  two  agencies  by  utilising  the 
services  of  the  nurses  as  combined  Health  Visitors  and  School 
Nurses  without  reference  to  the  age  of  the  child  provided  only 
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its  health  required  attention  and  supervision.  This  plan,  how- 
ever, did  not  work  so  well  in  practice  as  in  theory  and  accord- 
ingly two  whole  time  Nurses  were  engaged  by  both  the  Health 
and  Education  Committees.  By  the  fresh  arrangement  assisted 
by  the  system  of  Nursery  Schools  to  be  evolved  under  a new 
Education  Act  it  is  still  thought  practicable  to  keep  in  touch 
with  children  from  birth  up  to  and  during  school  life,  each  in- 
fant’s Welfare  Card  being  eventually  handed  on  to  form  part  of 
the  Health  dossier  of  each  child  dealt  with  by  the  School  Medi- 
cal Service. 

(2)  Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital  provides  accom- 
modation for  120  or  more  patients.  Below  are  given  the  admis- 
sions from  the  various  Authorities  of  the  Board’s  Area  since  the 
Hospital  was  opened  : — 


Year. 

Keighley. 

Bingley. 

Oakworth 

Haworth.  ! 

Oxenhope 

Keighley 

Rural. 

Outside 

Authorities 

Total. 

1897 

57 

53 

I 

3 

9 

6 

2 

131 

1898 

164 

35 

1 1 

19 

... 

4 

7 

240 

1899 

267 

81 

IO 

1 1 

5 

13 

27 

4H 

1900 

210 

102 

20 

13 

1 

68 

3 

4*7 

1901 

237 

36 

5 

18 

1 

35 

27 

359 

1902 

9i 

30 

5 

4 

5 

8 

28 

171 

1903 

73 

34 

3 

44 

i7 

! 27 

15 

213 

1904 

88 

18 

41 

21 

29 

I 

198 

1905 

201 

40 

26 

6 

H 

7 

294 

1906 

214 

60 

33 

2 

8 

J5 

332 

1907 

146 

66 

21 

5 

27 

265 

1908 

148 

85 

6 

46 

1 

17 

34 

337 

1909 

200 

70 

34 

40 

10 

1 6 

12 

382 

1910 

353 

77 

6 

23 

2 

25 

486 

19H 

552 

68 

32 

36 

6 

694 

1912 

440 

187 

22 

66 

70 

1 

787 

1913 

233 

202 

7 

63 

23 

7i 

1 

620 

1914 

88 

56 

1 

7 

37 

5 

194 

1915 

64 

42 

13 

8 

1 

9 

137 

1916 

42 

14 

2 

4 

4 

u 

77 

1917 

60 

8 

3 

2 

2 

75 

1918 

24 

17 

1 

3 

1 

3 

... 

49 

1919 

33 

1 78 

1 

5 

2 

... 

”9 

1920 

108 

| 101 

1 6 

66 

7 

5 

2Q3 
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TUBERCULOSIS  SANATORIUM. 

The  accommodation  is  for  50  cases,  only  females  being  ad- 
mitted. Originally  established  for  early  cases,  patients  in  all 
stages  are  now  received  for  treatment  and  isolation.  These  are 
mostly  from  West  Riding  districts  other  than  the  Board’s  area, 
experience  having  shown  that  change  of  air  and  scene  as  well  as 
an  open-air  life  are  highly  beneficial  factors  in  the  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis.  Hence  a considerable  proportion  of  Keighley  cases 
are  sent  to  other  Sanatoria,  and  patients  from  other  Authorities 
are  admitted  here. 

Of  149  cases  admitted  during  the  year,  40  were  advanced  or 
Hospital  cases,  while  in  62  others  the  disease  was  well  marked. 
Such  case  are  correctly  sent  for  isolation  as  much  as  for  any 
hope  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  patient.  In  poor  and  crowded 
homes  hospital  isolation  is  obviously  best  for  all  concerned.  The 
patient  is  guaranteed  good  food,  skilled  nursing  and  hygienic 
surroundings  while  at  the  same  time  the  home  circle  is  saved 
from  the  risks  of  tubercular  infection. 

Unless  allowance  is  made  for  the  Hospital  cases  mentioned 
above  the  following  statement  of  results  is  likely  to  be  misunder- 
stood : Brought  forward  49,  discharged,  vigour  restored  33,  much 
improved  41,  improved  27,  no  improvement  15,  worse  8,  deaths 
20,  remaining  in  hospital  54. 


(3)  Administration  of  Local  and  General  Adoptive  Acts. 

(a)  The  local  Acts  containing  provisions  for  the  better  sani- 
tary administration  of  the  Borough,  include:  — 

Keighley  Improvement  Act,  1824  (powers  to  abate  and  pre- 
vent nuisances). 

Keighley  Waterworks  Improvement  Act,  1867  (powers  to 
prevent  rivers  pollution,  &c.). 

Keighley  Waterworks  Extension  and  # Improvement  Act, 
1869  (powers  to  establish  slaughterhouses,  &c.). 

Keighley  Corporation  Act,  1891  (powers  to  require  lists  of 
customers  from  dairies,  laundries,  See.,  for  removal  of 
rubbish,  dust  from  factories,  provision  of  urinals,  &c.). 

Keighley  Corporation  Act,  1898  (powers  to  require  water 
closets,  conversion  of  pail  closets,  and  prevention  of 
nuisances,  &c.), 

Keighley  Corporation  Act,  1908  (powers  re  drains,  manu- 
facture of  ice  cream,  &c.). 
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(b)  The  Acts  adopted  are  : 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Parts  2,  3,  4,  5. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

Part  II.,  Sections  16,  19,  20,  22,  25,  27,  32,  33. 

Part  III.,  Sections  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  43,  45,  47,  50,  51. 

Part  IV.,  Sections  52  to  66,  68. 

Part  V. 

Part  VII.,  Sections  81,  86. 

Part  VIII. 

Part  IX. 

Part  X.,  Section  95. 

(With  modifications  of  Sections  19,  25,  27,  35, 

37,  38,  59,  and  75). 

(c)  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Common  Lodging  Houses, 

Houses  let-in-lodgings,  Nuisances,  Offensive  Trades 

and  Tent,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Sections  39-42  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (provision  and  conversion  of  closet 
accommodation)  have  not  been  adopted,  similar  powers  being 
obtained  in  the  Keighley  Corporation  Act,  1898. 

(4)  Arrangements  for  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. 

The  examination  of  water  supplies  is  conducted  by  the 
County  Analyst,  although  routine  examinations  for  plumbo- 
solvency  and  gross  pollution  are  carried  out  at  the  Town  Hall 
and  Filter  Works. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  at  the  West  Riding 
County  Laboratory,  Wakefield.  The  following  specimens  were 
reported  upon  during  1920,  viz: — Widal  2,  Sputum  91,  Dipth- 
eria  46,  other  4.  Total  143.  Specimens  forwarded  from  the 
V.D.  Clinic,  Fever  Hospital  and  Sanatorium  are  not  included 
in  this  total. 

I.  HOUSING. 

(1)  General  Housing  Conditions. 

Instead  of  making  a general  statement  supported  or  ex- 
plained by  further  qualifying  statements,  attention  is  directed 
to  the  details  touched  upon  in  the  subsequent  paragraphs. 

(2)  a.  Extent  of  Shortage. 

Last  year  the  difficulty  in  determining  the  approximate 
deficiency  in  housing  accommodation  was  exemplified.  At  the 
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census  of  1911  , the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  was 
4.3.  The  existing  provision  works  out  at  one  house  for  every 
4.2  of  the  population  as  estimated  locally,  or  4.04  as  estimated 
by  the  Registrar  General.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  five  years 
preceding  the  war  an  average  of  60  working  class  houses  was 
erected  annually,  compared  with  an  average  of  2 per  year  during 
the  past  five  years.  On  the  latter  basis  therefore  a deficit  of 
something  like  250  is  proved.  Notwithstanding  the  obvious 
anomaly,  the  need  for  more  houses  is  real  and  pressing. 

b.  Measures  Taken  to  Meet  Shortage. 

As  fully  detailed  in  the  1919  Report,  a most  suitable  and 
convenient  site  of  19  acres  was  purchased  on  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  erect  some  200  houses,  10  to  the  acre.  At  the  close  of 
the  year  8 scullery  houses  were  occupied,  4 parlour  houses  ready 
for  occupation,  and  26  scullery  houses  in  course  of  erection. 
Contracts  for  an  additional  38  houses  are  to  be  let  at  an  early 
date.  This  latter  batch  consists  of  4 parlour  houses  with  4 bed- 
rooms and  8 parlour  and  26  scullery  houses  each  with  3 bed- 
rooms. 

Much  delay  has  been  experienced  in  building  operations 
owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  fittings  : kitchen 
ranges,  light  castings  for  rain  water  pipes,  &s.  Lack  of  skilled 
labour  has  also  been  pronounced  especially  in  respect  to  • 
plasterers  and  wallers. 

(3)  No  important  changes  in  population  have  occurred 
during  the  year  or  anticipated  m the  immediate  future. 

(II . ) OVERCROWDING . 

(1)  Extent, 

The  degree  to  which  overcrowding  in  its  varied  aspects  of 
legal,  moral  and  relative  has  prevailed,  has  not  been  determined. 
Though  many  aggravated  cases  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  department  little  could  be  done  to  relieve  the  pressure. 
There  is  not  a single  vacant  house  to  be  got  in  the  borough  and 
seeing  the  cause  can  only  be  removed  by  the  slow  process  of 
building  more  houses  the  only  remedial  measures  practicable 
consisted  in  urging  special  attention  to  ventilation  and  making 
the  best  use  of  the  rooms  available. 

Houses  are  no  fewer  than  they  were  10  years  ago  when  over- 
crowding was  non-existent,  yet  to-day  when  the  Registrar 
General  estimates  the  population  at  3,000  fewer  than  at  the  1911 
Census  overcrowding  is  reported  as  common.  One  must  not 
confuse  two  different  conditions — overcrowding  and  the  big 
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demand  for  more  houses.  The  greatly  increased  marriage-rate 
probably  explains  the  need  for  increased  housing  accommo- 
dation but  not  the  overcrowding  so  frequently  reported.  Two 
families  in  one  house  is  very  undesirable  but  does  not  in  itself 
necessarily  constitute  either  moral  or  legal  overcrowding.  One 
may  be  excused  for  introducing  at  this  point  an  interesting 
fact  elicited  when  making  inspection  of  houses  in  which  in- 
fectious disease  occurred  during  the  year,  namely,  that  in  10S 
such  houses  no  legal  overcrowding  was  found  but  in  no  less  than 
19  per  cent.,  two  or  more  families  occupied  the  same  house. 

(III.)  FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

(1)  ( a ) General  Standard  of  Housing. 

Forty  years  ago  the  number  of  houses  in  the  borough  was 
just  one  half  of  what  it  is  to-day,  and  consequently  the  general 
standard  of  half  the  town  may  fairly  be  considered  as  modern 
and  reasonably  satisfactory.  Much  of  the  other  half,  however, 
falls  short  of  that  reasonable  standard.  In  last  year’s  report 
reference  was  made  to  the  long  rows  of  back-to-back  houses  in 
Sun  St.,  Wellington  St.,  Leeds  St.,  Turkey  St.,  and  Burling- 
ton St.,  and  to  such  other  districts  as  Eastwood  Square  and 
Garden  St.,  Otley  St.,  and  the  Club  Houses. 

( b ) General  Character  of  Defects. 

In  these  areas  the  back-to-back  type  of  house  predominates  : 
Light  and  ventilation  are  deficient,  dampness  common,  insan- 
itary tub-closets  the  rule  and  inadequate  means  of  storing  food 
the  exception. 

( c ) How  far  Defects  are  due  to  Lack  of  Proper  Supervision 

There  is  little  doubt  but  that  in  many  instances  the  heavy 
charges  for  repairs  led  to  postponement  of  necessary  alterations 
and  repairs.  On  the  other  hand,  self-interest  guarantees 
against  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  stitch  which  in  time 
saves  nine. 

In  one  respect  however, — the  conversion  of  the  tub-closets — 
certain  property  owners  have  not  faced  their  responsibilities 
with  spontaneous  alacrity  The  scarcity  of  houses  left  house- 
holders little  choice  between  houses  with  sanitary  and 
houses  with  insanitary  conveniences,  and  so  long  as  Local 
Authorities  can  only  require  the  conversion  of  tubs  into  W.C’s. 
ar  the  risk  of  having  to  pay  half  the  cost  of  conversion,  property 
owners  do  not  voluntarily  take  the  initiative.  Progressive  land- 
lords contend  it  is  unfair  that  they  should  not  only  have  to  pay 
for  the  improvement  of  their  own  property  but  also  have  to  con- 
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tribute  towards  the  improvement  of  their  less  progressive  neigh- 
bours’, or  otherwise  contribute  to  the  charges  for  night-soil  re- 
moval by  cartage  instead  of  by  water  carriage. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  noted  that  the  Council  made 
considerable  concessions  to  owners  because  of  the  present  heavy 
cost  of  alterations.  Where  two  houses  share  a tub-closet  per- 
mission is  given  to  substitute  one  W.C.  now  provided  an  agree- 
ment is  signed  that  each  house  shall  have  its  own  separate 
W.C.  as  soon  as  economic  conditions  favour  comp’etion  of  the 
scheme.  This  arrangement  is  satisfactory  to  owners,  an  im- 
provement to  tenants,  and  at  the  same  time  does  not  sacrifice  the 
rights  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  or  general  ratepayer. 

Reference  to  tub-conversion  has  already  been  made 
(page  715)  and  annually  for  five  and  twenty  years,  so  that 
further  comment  should  be  unnecessary.  Still  let  us  as  rate- 
payers— progressive  and  backward  alike — ask  ourselves  whether 
in  the  long-run  it  is  better  to  contribute  once  for  all  to  a rapid 
conversion  to  water  carriage  of  every  tub-closet  in  the  borough, 
or  to  go  on  year  after  year  paying  the  heavy  cartage  charges 
for  night-soil  removal.  A question  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  community,  should  not  be 
balanced  in  this  commercial  way  but  the  hygienic  aspects  have 
so  often  been  presented  that  perhaps  the  financial  may  have 
the  greater  weight. 

(2)  General  Action  as  regards  Unfit  Houses. 

The  details  given  later  in  the  appendix  sho\ys  considerable 
activity  in  bringing  houses,  not  in  all  respects  fit,  up  to  a reason- 
able standard.  In  securing  these  improvements  action  has  been 
taken  under  sect.  91  of  the  P.H.  Act  or  sect.  28  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1919. 

(3)  Difficulties,  &c.,  in  Remedying  Unfitness. 

In  a word  cost  has  been  the  chief  obstacle.  The  present 
temporary  heavy  cost  of  repairs  furnishes  a valid  excuse  for  a 
chronic  condition,  but  where  the  property  is  so  dilapidated  and 
insanitary  that  the  owner  would  rather  close  than  repair,  the 
objection  is  less  easily  surmounted.  In  several  instances  this 
latter  difficulty  has  arisen  and  but  for  the  shortage  of  houses 
closing  orders  would  have  been  made.  Rather  than  comply 
with  the  notice  to  make  “fit”  one  owner  appealed  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  In  such  cases  a compromise  seems  the  more 
reasonable  solution  until  the  house  shortage  is  overcome  and  if 
the  best  possible  is  unattainable  the  next  best  may  meet  tempor- 
ary requirements. 
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(IV.)  unhealthy  areas. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  and  no  official  represent- 
ations made  in  regard  to  unhealthj^  areas.  No  action  has  been 
taken  ad  hoc  under  the  1890  Housing  Act. 

(V.)  BYE-LAWS. 

The  bye-laws  relating  to  lodging  houses,  tents,  vans,  sheds, 
&c.,  have  been  administered  and  proved  sufficient  for  require- 
ments. 


HOUSING  APPENDIX. 


General. 

Estimated  population  (Registrar  General)  ... 

...  40642 

General  Death-rate  

154 

Death-rate  from  Tuberculosis 

1.08 

Infantile  Mortality 

87 

No.  of  dwelling-  houses  of  all  classes 

...  10060 

No.  of  working-class  dwelling-houses 

9080 

No.  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  ... 

10 

Unfit  Dwelling-Houses. 

(I.)  Inspection. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  (under  P.H. 

or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2053 

(2)  No.  inspected  and  recorded  (under  Housing 

Regulations,  1910)  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

(3)  No.  found  in  such  a state  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  o 

(4)  No.  found  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation 103 

II.  Remedy  of  defects  without  formal  Notice. 

No.  rendered  fit  as  result  of  informed  action  by  the 

Local  Authority 220 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sec.  28  Housing  Town  Planning. 
&c.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  23 

(2)  No.  rendered  fit  or  work  in  progress  : — 

(a)  by  owners 1 7 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 

{3)  No.  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became 

operative  owing  to  owners  intention  to  close  ...  o 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  214 

(2)  No.  in  which  defects  were  remedied  : — 

(a)  by  owners hi 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sec.  17  and  18  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909.. 


(1) 

No.  of  representations  made  with  a 
Closing  Orders 

view  to  making 

0 

(2) 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  ... 

... 

0 

(3) 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined 

... 

O' 

(4) 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made 

# 

(5) 

No.  of  houses  demolished  as  result 
Order  

of  Demolition 

0 

3.  Unhealthy  Areas,  &c. 

No  representation  made  with  a view  to  an  Improvement 
Scheme  under  the  Act  of  1890. 

No  failure  to  comply  with  the  building  bye-laws  under 
section  25,  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919. 

4.  Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with  briefly  the  duties  of 
each  officer  : — 

1 Housing  Officer  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910. 

2 Assistant  Housing  Inspectors. 

1 Clerk  for  keeping  records. 

1 Engineer  for  planning  and  laying  out  new  houses  and 
building  site. 

1 Assistant  Engineer. 

1 Assistant  Architect. 

William  Scatterty, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1920,  and  previous  Years. 
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Total  population  at  all  ages 43,487  1 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  10,098  >At  Census  of  1911. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4.306  J 
Local  estimate  of  population  for  1920,  43,750. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1920. 
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Notifiable  Disease. 

Small-pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  and  Memb.  Croup 
Enteric,  Continued,  &c.,  Fever 
Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Fever 

Ophthalmia  Neo-natorum  ... 
Pneumonia 

Polio-myelitis  and  Cerebro- 
Spinal  Fever 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 

„ Other  Forms  ... 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Totals 
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Table  III. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1920. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  of  Residents  whether  occur- 
ring within  or  without  the  Borough. 

All  ages 

f h 

5 M 

i and  under 

2 years 

2 and  under 

5 years 

u 

■o  £ 
c tt 

- <L 

T3  » 

5- 

u-> 

§ j 

■o  > 
a 

v 

c t 

3 £ 
c. 

x »n 

to  ^ 
N 

8 

Is 

§- 

O 

65  and 
upwards  1 

1 1 

I2 

3 j 

4 1 

5I 

6 

7 

9 

10 

616 

• I 

| 

All  causes  j Uncertified| 

11 

• • • 
...| 

"1 

-1  " 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

__ 

1 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

5 

3 

1 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

4 

1 

— 

* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

3 

— 

1 

2 

Influenza  ... 

21 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

6 

3 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebral  Meningitis  ... 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Heart  Disease 

69 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

5 

27 

3° 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

44 

— 

1 

I 

3 

8 

*4 

15 

2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

8 

1 

— 

I 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

Rheumatic  Fever 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

58 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

35 

15 

Bronchitis 

41 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

10 

20 

Broncho -Pneumonia  ... 

38 

11 

3 

5 

— 

1 

3 

7 

8 

Pneumonia  (all  other  forms) 

33 

2 

4 

1 

— 

1 

9 

x3 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

8 

— 

— ' 

— 

— 

1 

5 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

6 

5 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

I 

Alcoholism 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cirrhosi  of  Liver 

1 

1 

— 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ... 

29 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

16 

10 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  Pregnancy 

and  Parturition 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

— 

— 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation  and 

Premature  Birth 

28 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Violent  Deaths 

x7 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

6 

3 

5 

Suicide 

4 

3 

Apoplexy... 

3X 

12 

19 

Old  Age  ... 

5X 

— 

2 

49 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

XI3 

8 

1 

1 

1 

7 

12 

42 

41 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

1 — 

627 

69  17 

1 J7 

1 10 

j 27 

O' 

I211 
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Table  III.  (Continued-) 


Causes  and  Distribution  of  Deaths  during  1920. 


Nett  Deaths  in  Wards 
(at  all  ages) 

Deaths  in 
Public 
Institetions 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  ages 

Central 

cS 

w 

N East 

N.  West 

South 

(A 

£ 

Residents 

Non- 

Residents 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

IO 

All  Causes ( Uncertified  i!.' 

616 

11 

Enteric  Fever 

I 

Small  Pox 

















Measles 

5 





2 

2 

1 



— 



Scarlet  Fever 









— 



Whooping  Cough  ... 

6 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

Influenza  ... 

21 

5 

2 

5 

4 

2 

3 

I 

Erysipelas 











Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 















— 



Cerebral  Meningitis 

3 

— 

1 



1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Heart  Disease 

69 

5 

9 

12 

17 

12 

14 

1 

6 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  .. 

44 

7 

5 

8 

9 

12 

3 

6 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 



— 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

8 

1 

1 

4 



2 



2 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever 

3 





3 







2 



Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

58 

13 

7 

8 

13 

8 

9 

12 

1 

Bronchitis 

4 1 

9 

3 

8 

4 

10 

7 

2 

4 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

38 

4 

5 

6 

9 

14 

9 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  other  forms) 

33 

5 

10 

5 

7 

5 

1 

8 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

8 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enieritis 

6 



2 

1 



1 

2 

1 



Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 



— 



— 

— 

1 

Alcoholism 















— 



Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

1 







1 









Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

29 

6 

5 

5 

6 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 





— 

— 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  Preg 
nancy  and  Parturition 

t 

2 

j 

3 

2 

2 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation 
and  Premature  Birth 

28 

3 

6 

3 

6 

3 

7 

4 

1 

Violent  Deaths 

17 

2 

3 

6 

2 

2 

2 

10 

4 

Suicide 

A 



1 



2 

1 



1 

Apoplexy... 

31 

5 

3 

4 

2 

13 

4 

5 

2 

Old  Age  ... 

51 

7 

3 

13 

15 

6 

7 

22 

6 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

Diseases  111- defined  or  unknown 

“3 

10 

8 

25 

29 

25 

16 

41 

8 

I627 

86 

76 

121 

122 

122 

T8 

l}i 

44 
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L G.B.  Table  IV. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1920  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under 

1 Year  of  Age 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1 week 

(/> 
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c 
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^ u *- 

" i 
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O 

f Certified. 

All  causes  | Uncertified 

•| 

/Small-pox 

Chicken-pox  ... 

3 

”4 

1 

”2 

6 

13 

1 

1 

3 

2 

4 

5 

10 

6 

8 

Measles 

\ Scarlet  Fever  ... 

l : 

1 1 

Whooping  Cough 

l : 

2 1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas 

(Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous ) 

Convulsions  ... 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
c Diarrhoea 
| Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying... 

1 

1 

2 

”l 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1.. 
3 4 

Injury  at  birth 

Atehctasis 

c Congenital  Malformations  

| Premature  birth  

t Atrophy.  Debility  and  Marasmus 

Other  causes 

2 

2 

3 

7 

3 

2 

4 

4 

10 

5 
3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

! 1 

! 1 

1 

] 

1 . 

1 

1 . 

. 2. 

2 

Totals  .. 

. 18 

c 

) 5 

> i 

33 

£ 

!13 

| 

7!  1 

1 69 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  ( ifjegitimEuJsO 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  { lestitirnate  infar.ta  65 

J \.  illegitimate  infants  4 

Infant  mortality  among  legitimates  = 85 

among  illegitimates  = 133  Total  = 87 
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HOME  OFFICE  TABLES. 


I.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Prosecutions 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

106 

12 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

330 

7 

... 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Section  3.) 

12 

Total 

448 

19 

... 

2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

Particulars. 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M 

of 

Prosecu- 

Inspector 

tions. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

34 

34 

Want  of  ventilation  ... 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  .. 
Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  accommodation  : 

... 

Insufficient 

53 

53 

• • • 

Unsuitable  or  defective... 

22 

22 

• • • 

• • . 

Not  separate  for  sexes  .. 

... 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 

Workshop  Act: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground bakehouse  (s.  101)... 
Breach  of  special  sanitary 

... 

... 

... 

requirements  for  bakehouses 
(ss.  97  to  100) 

46 

46 

Other  offences... 

9 

9 

... 

Total 

165 

165 
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3 Home  Work. 


Nature  of  Work. 

List  of  Outworkers 
sent  by  Employers 
twice  a year. 

Number  of 
Workmen. 

Failure  to  keep 
or  send  lists. 

Tailoring 

1 

1 

0 

Boot  Repairing 

1 

1 

0 

Piece  Mending 

6 

26 

0 

4.  Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  Register  at  the  end  of  year. 

Number. 

Tailors,  Hosiers  and  Shirtmakers  ... 

32 

Dressmakers,  Milliners,  Drapers 

69 

Shoemakers  and  Cloggers... 

48 

Plumbers  and  Tinsmiths  ... 

17 

Watchmakers  and  Jewellers 

7 

Cabinet  Makers,  &c 

8 

Blacksmiths,  Cycle  Repairers,  &c.  ... 

12 

Pork  Butchers 

9 

Tripe  Dressers 

4 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  (under  ground) 

Jo 

„ „ (above  ground)  ... 

36 

Various  others 

37 

Total 

305 

5.  Other  Matters. 


Class. 

(1) 

No. 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  (s.  133) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by 

H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
but  not  under  the  Factory  and 

Workshop  Act  (s.  5) 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

28 

Reports  (of  action  taken,!  sent 
to  H.M.  Inspector 

28 

Other 

— 

Underground  Bakehouse  (s.  101)  : — 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

12 

WILLIAM  SCATTERTY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOROUGH  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE 

Year  Ending  31st  December,  1920. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Report  as  Inspector 
of  Nuisances  and  Cleansing  Superintendent  on  the  work  of  the 
Department  during  the  year  1920. 

Drastic  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  staff  have  taken 
place  during  the  year,  only  two  of  the  old  staff  remaining,  viz  : - 
Mr.  B.  Thornton  and  Mr.  W.  Riley,  the  former  being  Chief 
Clerk  and  the  latter  Clerk  Assistant  prior  to  his  appointment  as 
Junior  Assistant  Inspector  in  March,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Hanson,  who  was  appointed  Assistant 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  at  Carlisle.  Mr.  A.  Fortune  was 
appointed  Assistant  Inspector  in  January,  following  the  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  A.  D.  Ogden,  who  resigned  on  being  appointed 
Assistant  Investigator  to  the  Industrial  Fatigue  Research  Board. 
Mr.  W.  A.  Bailey  was  appointed  Junior  Clerk  in  April. 

The  Staff,  at  present,  consists  of  two  Assistant  Inspectors, 
one  Assistant  Cleansing  Superintendent,  two  Clerks  and  Office 
boy. 

Notwithstanding  the  changes,  and  the  reduced  staff,  in 
comparison  with  pre-war  days,  and  the  disorganisation  conse- 
quent upon  such  changes,  much  useful  work  has  been  accom- 
plished as  the  following  tables  will  show. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a large  number  of  Notices  were  out- 
standing, but,  with  few  exceptions,  the  work  was  in  progress 
or  ordered. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labour,  a good  deal  of  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  getting  work  carried  out  within  a 
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reasonable  time  of  the  service  of  notices,  and  this  accounts  for 
the  large  number  of  matters  carried  forward. 

It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  owners  of  property,  as  a rule,  have 
endeavoured  as  far  as  possible,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Department. 

During  the  year  242  Preliminary  or  Intimation  Notices  and 
237  Statutory  Notices  were  served.  The  237  Statutory  Notices 
referred  to  455  houses  or  other  premises.  The  number  of  houses 
in  excess  of  the  number  of  Statutory  Notices  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  when  a number  of  houses  belonging  to  the  same 
owner,  and  the  sanitary  requirements  specified  in  the  notice  are 
identical,  it  is  not  necessary  to  serve  a separate  notice  for  each 
house,  one  notice  being  sufficient  for  the  whole  of  the  houses 
belonging  to  that  owner. 


NUISANCES. 

The  following  is  a record  of  the  work  accomplished  under 
this  heading. 

Nuisances  left  on  the  books,  31st  December,  1919  ...  81 

Nuisances  reported  during  the  year  1920  ...  ...  ...  1285 


Total  number  of  nuisances  dealt  with  1366 


Number  of  nuisances  disposed  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  1009 

Matters  remaining  on  the  Register,  , 31st  December,  1920  357 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  routine  inspection 
work  performed  by  your  inspectors  : — 


TABLE  I. 


In 

Ejections. 

T?e_ 

Inspection* 

Dwelling  Houses  : — 

No.  of  inspections  (ordinary) 

1833 

1433 

,,  ,,  re  Infectious  Diseases 

197 

129 

,,  ,,  re  Water  Supply  ... 

4 

6 

,,  ,,  le  Overcrowding 

14 

7 

,,  ,,  re  Dirty  Houses 

32 

25 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  : — 

Number  of  houses  inspected 

104 

294 

Elementary  Schools  : — 

Number  inspected  

16 

10 

Secondary  Schools  : — 

Number  inspected  ...  

3 

1 
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Factory  and  Workshops  : — 

Number  of  inspections  

In. 

spection. 

358 

Fe- 

1n  spection 

94 

Bakehouses  : — 

Number  of  inspections  (ordinary)  ... 

77 

20 

Number  of  inspections  (underground) 

12 

15 

Cowsheds  : 

Number  of  inspections 

70 

84 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  : — 

Number  of  inspections 

7 

7 ■ 

Ice  Cream  Premises  : — 

Number  of . inspections 

17 

23 

Shops,  Meat  and  Other  Foods  : — 
Number  of  inspections 

57 

— 

Markets  : — 

Number  of  inspections 

209 

Shops  Act  : 

Number  of  inspections 

29 



Food  and  Drugs  Act  : — 

Number  of  samples  taken  (Milk) 

54 



Slaughterhouses  : — 

Number  of  inspections 

831 

— 

Offensive  Trades:  — 

Number  of  inspections  (various) 

40 

14 

Number  of  inspections  (Fried  Fish 
Shops) 

142 

— 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  : — 

Number  of  inspections 

42 

15 

Common  Lodging  Houses  : — 

Number  of  inspections 

158 

— 

Houses  Let-in-Lodgings  : — 

Number  of  inspections 

48 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations. 

Number  of  inspections 

45 

^0 

Stable  Premises  : — 

Number  of  inspections  

36 

35 
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In- 

spection 

Re- 

Inspection 

Drains  : — 

Number  inspected 

O 

LO 

CO 

580 

,,  tested 

113 

— 

,,  water  tested 

82 

9 

,,  smoke  tested 

1 7 

— 

,,  grenade  tested 

14 

1 

Petroleum  Acts  : — 

Number  of  inspections  under 

50 

22 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act  : — 

Number  of  inspections  under 

2 

— 

Smoke  Observations 

(General) 

15 

(Special)  

31 

TABLE  II. 

Defects  remedied  and  sanitary  improvements  carried  out 


under  the  supervision  of  your  Inspectors  : — 

By 

Notice 

Without 

Notice 

Houses  Improved  

127 

39 

Roofs  repaired 

13 

— 

External  walls  pointed 

5 

1 

Eaves  gutters  fixed  and  repaired 
Rainwater  fallpipes  fixed  and  re- 

23 

3 

paired 

12 

— 

Chimney  Stack  re-built 

3 

0 

Chimney  Stack  repaired  and  pointed 
Dangerous  walls  pulled  down  and  re- 

5 

1 

built  

2 

— 

Yards  repaved  and  repaired 

4 

— 

House  doors  and  casings  repaired  ... 
House  windows  repaired  and  made 

3 

— 

to  open 

Internal  walls  and  ceilings  repaired 

21 

— 

and  re-plastered  

Fire  ranges,  ovens  and  side  boilers  re- 

4 

1 

set  

7 

1 

New  slop  sinks  fixed  ... 

Sink  wastepipes  trapped  and  discon- 

4 

— 

nected 

9 

6 

Sink  wastepipes  repaired  and  cleansed 

33 

10 

New  drains  constructed 

14 

23 

Drains  under  houses  abolished 

7 

1 
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By 

Notice 

W thout 
Notice 

Inspection  chambers  built 

— 

8 

Drains  opened,  cleansed  and  repaired 

420 

264 

Houses  cleansed 

— 

25 

Houses  disinfected 

— 

182 

Rooms  disinfected 

— 

255 

New  water  closets  provided  ... 

54 

32 

To  replace  other  forms  of  closets 

37 

14 

Number  limewashed  and  cleansed 
Number  provided  with  a sufficient 

26 

30 

supply  of  water  ... 

Number  of  midden  privies  converted 

86 

— - 

to  W.C’s 

2 

— 

Number  of  ash  middens  abolished 
Number  of  ash  places  provided  with 

2 

— 

proper  doors  and  coverings 

54 

17 

Number  of  ash  places  repaired 

Schools  : — 

34 

3' 

No.  disinfected  ... 

— 

1 

,,  of  classrooms  disinfected 

— 

20 

,,  of  drains  opened  and  cleansed  ... 

,,  of  W.C’s.  to  replace  latrine 

— 

3 

closets 

— 

6 

,,  of  water  closets  abolished 

Factories  : — 

" 

1 

No.  of  new  sanitary  conveniences 


provided  

10 

38 

No.  of  sanitary  conveniences  improved 

30 

9- 

Workshops  : — 

No.  provided  with  sufficient  sanitary 
accommodation 

4 

I 

No.  cleansed  and  limewashed 

2 

3* 

Light  and  ventilation  improved 

— 

I 

Bakehouses  : — 

No.  cleansed  and  limewashed 

3 

43 

No.  closed  as  unfit 

— 

1 

Sanitary  condition  improved,  light, 
ventilation,  &c. 

8 

1 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  : — 

No.  cleansed  and  limewashed 

— 

12 

No.  of  suitable  receptacles  provided 

— 

1 

No.  closed  

— 

2 
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Bv 

Notice 

Without 

Notice 

Ice  Cream  Manufactories  : — 

Number  cleansed  and  limewashed  ... 

— 

25 

No.  sanitary  condition  improved 

— 

6 

Cowsheds  : — 

Light  and  ventilation  improved 

4 

2 

Cleansed  and  limewashed 

5 

97 

Drains  opened,  cleansed  and  repaired 

1 

2 

Floors  and  yards  re-paved  and  repaired 

2 

— 

Slaughterhouses  : — 

No.  of  drains  opened  and  cleansed 

— 

4 

,,  limewashed  and  cleansed 

— 

11 

,,  lighting  improved 

— 

2 

,,  closed 

1 

2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  : — 

No.  improved  ... 

— 

2 

Offensive  Trades  : — 

No.  of  premises  improved 

— 

3 

,,  limewashed  and  cleansed 

2 

11 

Stables  : — 

No.  disinfected,  cleansed  and  lime- 

washed 

— 

7 

,,  of  manure  receptacles  provided 

1 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations  : — 

No.  removed  ... 

3i 

7 

,,  animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a 


nuisance 

9 

1 

Petroleum  : — 

Proper  means  of  storage  provided 

2 

6 

No.  of  stores  improved 

— 

1 

Common  Lodging  Houses  : — 

Cleansed  and  limewashed 

— 

3 

Houses  Let-In-Lodgings  : — 

Cleansed  and  limewashed 

— 

4 
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TABLE  III. 


UNCOMPLETED  MATTERS  IN  HAND. 

No.  of  houses  requiring  proper  water  closet 

and  ashplace  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  234 

,,  ,,  ,,  with  defective  and  untrapped  drains  ...  7 

,,  ,,  ,,  with  defective  W.C.  basins  and  flushing 

cisterns  ...  ...  14 

,,  ,,  ,,  with  choked  drains  and  gullies  13 

,,  ,,  ,,  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

,,  ,,  ,,  with  dilapidated  ashplaces  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  ,,  with  defective  eaves  gutters  and  fallpipes  16 

,,  ,,  Factories  under  notice  to  provide  proper  sanitary 

conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

,,  ,,  Miscellaneous  nuisances  to  abate  ...  ...  ...  13 

,,  ,,  Matters  remaining  on  the  Register  31st,  Dec., 

1920  357 


FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

The  whole  of  the  food  supply  of  the  town  comes  under 
notice,  but  the  following  six  articles  of  food  received  special 
attention,  viz: — Meat,  Fish,  Fruit,  Poultry,  Rabbits  and  Milk, 
the  first  five  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  disease  or  unsound- 
ness and  the  latter  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  adulteration. 

During  the  year  two  private  slaughterhouses  used  for  the 
purpose  of  slaughtering  animals  intended  fpr  the  food  of  man 
were  closed,  and  another  slaughterhouse  used  for  the  purpose  of 
a Knacker  or  horse  slaughterer  ceased  to  exist  as 
such,  the  Council  having  refused  to  renew  the  licence  in  conse- 
quence of  the  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  the  business  had 
been  carried  on. 

You  have  now  within  the  Borough,  in  addition  to  Westgate 
Abattoir,  seven  private  slaughterhouses,  three  of  which  are 
subject  to  annual  licence. 

In  accordance  with  your  Slaughterhouse  Regulations, 
which  make  it  obligatory  on  butchers  to  notify  me  immediately 
they  find  evidence  of  disease  or  any  abnormal  condition  in  any 
animal  slaughtered  by  them,  95  such  notices  have  been  received 
by  me  during  the  year  and  24  other  cases  came  to  my  notice  or 
were  reported  by  my  Assistant  as  the  result  of  visits  to  the 
Slaughterhouses  whilst  slaughtering  was  in  progress. 
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During  the  course  of  these  inspections,  831  visits  were  made 
to  the  Slaughterhouses.  As  a result  of  these  inspections  and 
notifications  from  butchers,  I have  received  119  Surrenders  of 
diseased  or  unsound  meat  and  offals.  I have  also  had  requests 
from  10  other  tradespeople — Grocers,  Game  Dealers,  Fruiterers, 
and  Fish  Dealers — to  inspect  unsound  goods.  In  nine  cases  the 
goods  were  found  to  be  unsound  and  were  surrendered.  In  the 
tenth  case  the  dealer  erred  on  the  side  of  caution  and  a sur- 
render was  not  necessary. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  record  that  it  has  not  been  found 
necessary  to  make  a legal  seizure  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat 
and  other  foods  surrendered  and  destroyed  : — 


TABLE  IV. 

MEAT  AFFECTED  WITH  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Beef  in  carcase  ... 
Pork  in  carcase  ... 
Beef  not  in  carcase 
Pork  not  in  carcase 


332  lbs. 
1316  lbs. 
1822  lbs. 
736  lbs. 


4206 

MEAT  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOUS  MEAT 


Beef  in  carcase  ...  ...  ...  ...  312  lbs. 

Mutton  in  carcase  ...  ...  ...  95  lbs. 

Pork  in  carcase  ...  ...  ...  ...  337  lbs. 

Beef  not  in  carcase  ...  ...  ...  472  lbs. 

Mutton  not  in  carcase  ...  ...  ...  51  lbs. 

Pork  not  in  carcase  ...  ...  ...  202  lbs. 

Rabbits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2i9Jlbs. 

Tinned  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  6Jlbs. 

Ham  14  Jibs. 


1709  Jibs. 

OTHER  UNSOUND  FOODS  SURRENDERED. 

Haddock  1 354  lbs. 

Tinned  Fruit,  &c.  79  lbs. 

Total  weight  surrendered — 2 tons  12  cwts.  3 qrs.  7 Jibs. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 

There  are  64  persons  registered  as  Purveyors  of  Milk  within 
the  Borough,  11  of  whom  live  outside  the  Borough  boundary. 
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The  bulk  of  the  milk  supply  comes  from  farms  within  the 
Borough.  Recently,  however,  a quantity  has  been  brought  into 
the  town  by  rail,  in  addition  to  that  supplied  from  farms  outside 
the  Borough. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

Mr.  A Randerson,  who  is  the  County  Food  and  Drugs  In- 
spector, has  kindly  furnished  me  with  the  following  report  of 
samples  taken  by  him  within  the  Borough  under  the  above  Acts 
during  the  year. 

TABLE  V. 

Return  shewing  the  number  of  samples,  &c.,  taken  by  the 
County  Inspector  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in 
Keighley  Borough  during  the  year  1920:  — 


Baking  Powder  ...  ...  2 Drugs  ...  ...  ...  9 

Beer  ...  ...  ...  1 Milk  ...  ...  ...  49 

Cake  Flour  ...  ...  2 Milk  (for  dirt)  ..  ...  3 

Corn  Four  ...  ...  1 Oatmeal  ...  ...  1 

Condensed  Milk  ...  1 Pepper  1 

Custard  Powder  ...  1 Potted  Meat  ...  ...  1 

Coffee  (informal  — 

sample)  1 Total  73 


The  Public  Analyst  reported  all  the  above  samples  to  be 
genuine  with  the  exception  of  one  sample  Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre 
which  only  contained  68.4%  of  Nitrous  Ether,  the  vendor  of 
this  sample  was  cautioned  by  the  Legal  Department  of  the 
County  Council. 

The  three  samples  of  Milk  submitted  for  special  examina- 
tion for  cow  dung  were  reported  to  be  passably  clean. 

Town  Hale,  Signed, 

Skipton,  Arthur  Randerson, 

Jan.  27th,  1921.  County  Inspector  under  the 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

In  addition  to  the  above  I have  taken  54  samples  of  New 
Milk  all  of  which  with  one  exception — were  certified  by  the 
Public  Analyst  to  be  genuine.  The  sample  referred  to  was  cer- 
tified to  contain  2.8  per  cent  of  added  water.  The  matter  was 
reported  to  the  County  Authorities,  but  they  did  not  consider 
it  a case  where  legal  proceedings  were  necessary.  A letter  of 
caution  was  sent  to  the  vendor  from  the  legal  Department  of  the 
County  Council. 
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SHOPS  ACTS,  1912  and  1913. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  three  persons  for 
contraventions  of  the  Keighley  (Grocers)  Weekly  Half-Holiday 
(No.  9)  Order  1913  for  keeping  open  shops  for  the  sale  of  goods 
prohibited  by  the  Order  after  1 p.m.  on  Tuesday.  See  table  VIH. 

FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

There  are  36  Fried  Fish  and  Chipped  Potato  Shops  in  the 
Borough.  The  whole  of  these  shops  have  been  kept  systemati- 
cally under  inspection  at  irregular  intervals. 

I have  no  complaint  to  make  with  respect  to  the  quality 
of  the  fish  prepared  and  offered  for  sale  at  these  shops  and  with 
one  exception  the  premises  are  fairly  satisfactory.  In  the  par- 
ticular case  referred  to  there  is  no  accommodation  for  storing  or 
cleaning  fish  or  potatoes,  the  shop  (which  is  a lock-up  shop)  is 
situate  under  a bedroom  of  the  house  adjoining  and  occupied  by 
persons  other  than  the  proprietor  of  the  fish  shop. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

During  the  year  under  review  28  Notices  of  Complaint  were 
received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  with  respect  to  san- 
itary conveniences  at  Factories  and  Workshops.  A summary  of 
the  improvements  effected  following  upon  such  notices  will  be 
found  in  Table  II.  and  further  particulars  will  be  found  in  the 
Medical  Officer’s  report  on  page  748. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  three  Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  within  the 
Borough  have  been  kept  under  strict  systematic  inspection  and 
no  breach  of  the  Bye-laws  have  been  observed  during  the  year. 

HOUSES  LET-IN-LODGINGS. 

The  four  apartments  let  as  furnished  lodgings  have  been 
inspected  at  irregular  intervals  and  so  far  as  cleanliness  and  com- 
pliance with  the  Bye-laws  governing  such  places  are  concerned, 
I have  no  complaint  to  make,  but  the  system  in  itself  is  far  from 
satisfactory. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Under  the  above  Acts  and  Orders,  19  cases  of  suspected  out- 
breaks of  Swine  Fever  were  reported  during  the  year  affecting 
15  premises  upon  which  267  pigs  were  kept.  Notices  were 
served  in  compliance  with  the  Swine  Fever  Order  restricting  the 
movement  of  swine  on  such  premises.  Copies  of  the  Notices 
were  sent  to  the  Police  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  as  required  by  the  Swine  Fever  Order,  1908. 
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In  two  instances  only  the  Veterinary  Officers  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  certified  Swine  Fever  to  exist. 

Under  the  Swine  Fever  (Regulations  of  Movement)  Order, 
1908,  I granted  licences  to  10  persons  for  the  removal  of  45  pigs 
marked  for  slaughter  and  7 licences  for  the  removal  of  76  pigs 
on  to  other  premises. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  one  person  for 
removing  pigs  into  the  Borough  without  a licence  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Swine  Fever  (Regulations  of  Movement)  Order, 
1908,  and  a fine  of  10/-  was  imposed. 


Parasitic  Mange  Order. 

Seven  cases  of  Parasitic  Mange  were  reported  by  your  Vet- 
erinary Inspector. 

Notices  were  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fish- 
eries notifying  the  outbreaks  and  a weekly  return  was  also  sent 
to  the  Ministry  until  the  animals  were  certified  by  your  Veterin- 
ary Inspector  to  be  free  from  disease. 


Dogs  Act,  1908. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Slack,  Superintendent  of  Police,  has  kindly  fur- 
nished me  with  the  following  figures  relative  to  the  above  Act  : 

Table  VI. 


Number  of  dogs  seized 

...  40 

No.  of  dogs  restored  to  owner 

...  21 

Number  of  dogs  sold 

10 

Number  of  dogs  destroyed 

9 

Petroleum  Acts  and  Orders. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts  and  Orders,  49 
licences  were  granted  to  store  22,195  gallons  of  P'etroleum  and 
Petroleum  Spirit.  This  by  no  means  represents  the  quantity  of 
Petrol  stored  within  the  Borough  since  many  owners  of  motor- 
cars and  other  vehicles  store  sufficient  for  their  requirements 
without  exceeding  the  limit  of  60  gallons,  which  can  be  stored 
without  a licence. 

It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  although  the  owner  of 
a Motor  Car  can  store  60  gallons  without  a licence,  the  store 
must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  with  respect  to  the  storage  of  Petroleum. 


761 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  192O. 

Carbide  of  Calcium. 

There  were  4 applications  for  licences  to  store  Carbide  of 
Calcium.  All  were  granted  and  the  quantity  licensed  to  be 
stored  was  20  tons  5 cwts. 

The  method  of  storage  in  one  instance  was  very  unsatis- 
factory, the  drum  containing  the  Carbide  being  in  the  workshop 
and  in  close  proximity  to  the  Blacksmith’s  hearth.  On  this  be- 
ing pointed  out  to  the  firm,  they  at  once  agreed  to  construct  a 
proper  store.  In  the  remaining  three  cases  the  storage  arrange- 
ments were  satisfactory. 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act.*  igo8. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  two  shop  keepers 
(Florists  and  Seedsmen)  were  granted  a renewal  of  their  licences 
for  the  sale  of  poisonous  substances  for  use  exclusively  in 
horticulture. 


Smoke  Observations. 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  observations  taken, 
the  names  of  the  firms  and  the  situation  of  the  chimneys  under 
observation,  together  with  the  maximum  and  average  number 
of  minutes  black  smoke  emitted  per  thirty  minutes  by  each 
chimney  whilst  under  observation  : — 
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Bairstow , W . & . J . , Mantra  M ills . South  Street 

nil 

nil 

nil 

2 

Baldwin , James , Parkwood  Brass  Works  . . 

nil 

nil 

nil 

8 

Baths  & Washhouses , A lbert  Street  Works 

nil 

nil 

nil 

4 

Beadman , J . B . & Co . , Railway  Waggon  Works 

nil 

nil 

n il 

5 

Bottomley , J . & Sons , Adelaide  Street 

nil 

nil 

nil 

0 

Bottom  ley , J .&  Sons , Park  Street .. . 

nil 

nil 

nil 

7 

Briggs , J.  & . F . , Parkwood  Brick  Works  (Brick  Chimney) 

nil 

nil 

nil 

8 

Briggs , J . & F . , Parkwood  Brick  Works  (Stone  Chimnev) 

nil 

nil 

nil 

9 

Brooksbank , E . & Co . , Station  Oil  Works , Thwaites  * . . 

nil 

nil 

nil 

10 

Butterfield , David  , Central  Iron  Works 

nil 

nil 

nil 

11 

Calverley,  It.,  Hope  Mills 

nil 

nil 

nil 

12 

Clapham  Bros . . Wellington  Foundry 

nil 

nil 

nil 

13 

Clapham  Bros . , Market  Street  W orks 

nil 

nil 

nil 

14 

Clapham  Bros .,  Lawkholme  Lane  .. 

nil 

nil 

nil 

1 n 

Clegg  & Howgate , Lawdcholme  Lane 

nil 

nil 

nil 

16 

Clough , Robert . New  Grove  Mills 

nil 

nil 

nil 

17 

Clough , Robert , Old  Grove  M ills 

nil 

nil 

nil 

IS 

Clough  , Robert,  Becks  Mill  .. 

15 
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19 

Colonial  Combing  Co .,  Botany  Mills 

nil 

nil 

nil 

20 

Dalton  Mills  Co .,  Dalton  Lane 

16 
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• 12 

21 

Darling  & Sellers , Airedale  Tool  Works 
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Dawson , Bent  ley  & Co . , Paragon  Iron  Works 

Dean , Smith  & Grace , Worth  Valley  Tool  Works  . . 

Denton  Bros . , Brewery  Street 

Farrar , Thomas , Borough  Brass  Works 

Firth , I .&  Co . . Beech  Mills  . . 

Fleece  Mills  Co.,  Fleece  Mills 

Fon  Ids , I . & Son  , Park  wood  Street 

Green  how  & Murgatroyd . Townheld  W orks 

Greenwood , A . , Russell  Street 

Haggas . J . & Co . , Ingrow  Lane 

Haggas , Shelah  & Co . , Sun  Street , Greengate 

Hall  & Stell , Beecroft  Street. . 

Hall  & Stella,  Park  Works , Dalton  Lane 
Hatters  ley , G . & Sons . Greengate 
Hattersley , G . & Sons , North  Brook  Works 
Heaton  , J . P .&  Co Low  M il  1 
Hey , TT.  & Co. . Damens  Mill 
Hey . H .&  Co. , Ingrams  Mill 

Hey , H . & Co . , Pros pect  Mil  1 

Hird , T.  & Sons,  Acres  Mill  .. 

Hird , T.  & Sons , Knowle  Mill 
Hird  Bros  Co King  Street 
Hofmann  & Smith , Church  Street 
Holmes , George , & Co . , Greengate 
Hudson  & Griffith,  Hardings  Lane  . . 

Hudson  & Tudson,  Parker  Street 
Ickrjngill , Ira  & Co.,  Eastwood  (High) 

Iekringill , Ira  & Co . , Eastwood  (Low) 

Ingrow  Council  School,  Ingrow' 

Keighley  «fe  District  Co-op.  Laundries  Association, 
West  Lane 

Keighley  Corporation  Electricity  Works , Coney  Lane 
Keighley  Guardians , Workhouse , Oak  worth  Road 
Keighley  Guardians,  Infirmary . Fell  Lane.  . 

Keighley  Industrial  Co-op.  Society,  Slaughterhouses 
Parkwood  Street  . . 

Keighley  Ironworks  Society,  Gouibourne  Street  . . 

Keighley , S .&  Co.,  Low  Street  Mills 

Keigh ley , S . & Co . , Perseverance  Mills 

K ing , Aaron  & Co . , Cook  Lane  Brewery 

King.  Joseph,  Calversyke  Hill 

King,  Joseph , Greengate  Mills 

Laycock , E . & Co . , Aireworth 

Laveoek , W7m . & Sons , Queen  Street  Leather  WTorks 
Lund , William  & Son , North  Beck  Mills  . . 

Marriner,  Son  & Naylor,  Greengate 
Mawson . M . , Castle  Mill 
Mitchell,  D .&  Co.,  Parson  Street  .. 

Marriner , R .,  Greengate 
Moore , J . T . , & Son  , Greengate 
Mountain , W . & Son , Alice  Street  . . 

Murton  & Varley.  Anchor  Works 
Murton  & Varlev,  Victoria  W7orks  .. 

Normington  Bros., Marley  Street  .. 

Parkinson , F . W . , South  Street 

Parker,  T . & Son , Gouibourne  Street 

Pilgrim , J . E .,  Alexandra  Mill 

Radcliffe  & Magson , Cabbage  Mills 

Rish worth  Bros .,  Old  Corn  M ill , Becks  Road 

Roberts,  Herbert , Worth  Village  . . . . 

Rustless  Iron  Co . , Trico  Works 
Sellers , WTm . & Sons , Lawkholme  Lane 
Slingsby , W . & Co . , Woodhouse  Road 
Smith,  John  & Co.  (Ky.)  Ltd.,  Bradford  Road 
Smith,  John  & Co.  (Kv.)  Ltd. , Alice  Street 
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85  Smith , Prince  & Son  , Burlington  Shed 

15 

b 

76» 

• 03. 

86 

Smith  , Prince  & Son,  Strong  Close  Foundry 

nil 

nil 

nil 

8 7 

Smith  , Prince  & Son , Timber  Yard  , Lawkholme 

nil 

nil 

nil 

88 

Smith  and  Paget,  Parker  Street 

nil 

nil 

nil 

8 ) 

Spencer,  John  , Pitt  Street 

nil 

nil 

nil 

90 

Spencer , Mitchell , & Co . , Hanover  Street , . . 

nil 

nil 

nil 

91 

S tel  1 . John  & Sons , Holme  Mill 

1 5 

1 

• 06 

92 

Stell , Thomas  & Sons , Starkie  Street 

nil 

nil 

nil 

98 

Stockbridge  Finishing  Co . , Stoekbridge 

nil 

nil 

nil 

9 1 

Summerscaks , W . & S . Sons , Parkside 

nil 

nil 

nil 

95 

Sutcliffe,  J.T.  & Co.,  Walk  Mill,  .. 

nil 

nil 

nil 

96 

Taylor,  Timothy,  Knowle  Spring  Brewery.  . 
Thorpe  „ Johnson  & Co . . Goulbourne  Street 

nil 

nil 

nil 

97 

15 

5 

•33 

98 

Victoria  Hospital,  Highfield  Lane 

16 

H 

•53 

99 

Ward , Ilaggas  & Smith , Parson  Street 

20 

15 

•7.5 

100 

Weatherhead , D . & F . , Cook  Lane ... 

nil 

nil 

nil 

101 

Wei  Is , Jonas , Greengate  (stone) 

nil 

nil 

nil 

102 

Wells,  Jonas,  Greengate  (brick) 

15 

H 

• 1 

108 

Whalley , G . & Co. , Eagle  Works , Dalton  Lane 
Whitehead , J . & Sons , Westgate  (stone) 

nil 

nil 

nil 

105 

nil 

nil 

nil 

105 

Whitehead.  Tom,  Roper  Street 

nil 

nil 

nil 

106 

Wilkinson , G . & Co. , Bradford  Road 

nil 

nil 

nil 

107 

Wilson , Thomas , Low  Bridge 

nil 

nil 

nil 

108 

Wilson  & Bancroft , South  Street , . . 

nil 

nil 

nil 

109 

Wolsey , Ltd . , Springfield  Mill 

15 

7± 

• 5 

In  accordance  with  the  Committee’s  instructions, 

Notices 

to  abate  nuisances  arising  from  the  emission 

of 

black 

smoke 

from  chimneys  in  connection  with  boilers  used  for  the  purpose 
of  working  engines  by  steam  at  their  respective  works,  have 
been  served  upon  4 firms,  letters  of  warning  have  been  sent  to 
11  others. 

Whenever  I observe  the  emission  of  black  smoke  from  any 
chimney,  I usually  call  upon  the  firm  it  possible,  or  communi- 
cate by  telephone,  and  any  explanation  they  may  be  able  to 
offer  is  reported  to  your  Committee.  Invariably  I find  the 
nuisance  to  be  mainly  due  to  improper  firing,  the  result  of  care- 
lessness or  ignorance,  or  both,  on  the  part  of  the  fireman. 

The  chimneys  numbered  76  and  79  in  the  foregoing  list  have- 
been  frequent  offenders  during  the  year.  In  the  former  case, 
after  service  of  formal  notice,  a representative  from  the  firm 
interviewed  your  Committee  and  stated  that  they  were  in  com- 
munication with  a firm  of  Engineers  with  a view  to  having  a 
mechanical  stoking  apparatus  installed.  In  the  meantime  they 
would  do  everything  possible  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the 
nuisance.  Since  that  time,  I am  pleased  to  say,  there  has  been 
a marked  improvement. 

In  the  latter  case  I am  of  opinion  that  the  cause  of  the 
nuisance  is  not  so  much  due  to  careless  or  indifferent  firing  as 
to  insufficient  boiler  capacity.  The  firm  are  at  present  experi- 
menting with  patent  fire  bars  by  means  of  which  they  hope  to 
obtain  satisfactory  results.  Failing  this,  they  are  prepared  to 
consider  the  question  of  increased  boiler  capacity.  Under  the 
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circumstances  your  Committee  decided  not  to  institute  legal 
proceedings. 

Public  Cleansing  Work. 

Of  the  many  duties  which  devolve  on  the  Health  Committee 
there  are  none  more  important,  from  a health  point  of  view,  than 
Public  Cleansing,  and  none  in  which  the  public  generally  are 
more  keenly  interested.  Especially  does  this  apply  to  the  re- 
moval oh  house  refuse  and  nightsoil. 

This  w'ork,  important  though  it  be,  is  more  susceptible  to 
dislocation  than  any  other  undertaken  by  your  Committee, 
especially  during  the  winter.  After  a fall  of  snow  and  during 
frosty  weather  all  other  work  must  be  suspended  until  the  snow 
is  cleared  from  the  streets,  and  in  frosty  weather  causeways 
and  roads  must  have  attention  in  order  that  they  are  made  safe. 
Unfortunately  a large  number  of  people  do  not  recognise  this 
fact,  with  the  result  that  if  the  ash  tub  is  not  emptied  within  a 
day  or  two  of  the  regular  calling  day,  complaints  begin  to  roll  in. 

Referring  to  the  dislocation  of  the  work,  nothing  to  equai 
the  past  year  has  ever  been  experienced  in  the  Department. 
The  Carters  employed  in  the  Cleansing  Department  came  out  on 
strike  twice  during  the  year.  On  the  first  occasion  the  strike 
continued  from  the  8th  to  the  18th  of  May  and  on  the  second 
occasion  from  the  25th  October  until  the  8th  of  November. 

The  result  was  a serious  dislocation  of  the  work  of  the 
Department.  When  work  was  resumed  your  Committee  found 
it  necessary  to  engage  additional  team  labour  on  both  occasions 
and  notwithstanding  this  several  weeks  elapsed  before  the 
accumulations  which  had  accrued  could  be  removed. 

Immediately  the  strike  was  declared  at  an  end,  the  opinion 
appeared  to  prevail  (even  in  unexpected  quarters)  that  every- 
thing should  be  cleared  away  in  a week  or  two.  However,  I 
am  pleased  to  say  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  all  difficulties  had 
been  overcome,  and  the  Department  had  again  got  back  to 
normal  working  conditions. 

With  respect  to  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  I should  like 
to  call  attention  to  the  enormous  amount  of  light  and  combus- 
tible material  which  has  to  be  removed  from  ashplaces  week  by 
week.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  one  third  of  the  mater- 
ial removed  to  the  tip  could,  and  should,  be  burned  in  the 
kitchen  or  set  pan  fire.  This  can  be  done  without  diffculty  or 
inconvenience,  but  on  the  contrary  with  advantage. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  know  that  water  can  be  heated  in 
the  set  pan  with  the  paper  and  other  combustible  material  placed 
in  the  ashtub  to  be  removed  by  the  ash  collectors. 
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In  view  of  the  present  cost  of  manual  and  team  labour  the 
removal  of  this  material  is  a serious  consideration.  If  house- 
holders would  see  to  it  that  all  dirty  paper  and  vegetable  matter 
such  as  cabbage  leaves,  potato  peelings,  tea  leaves,  &c.,  were 
burned,  a saving  of  well  nigh  £2yooo  would  be  effected  in  the 
Health  Department  during  the  present  financial  year. 

When  vegetable  matter  is  put  into  the  ash  tub,  decompo 
sition  rapidly  sets  in,  thus  creating  a serious  nuisance,  especially 
during  the  summer  months. 

Hedge  clippings  and  garden  refuse  should  never  be  put 
into  the  ash  tub.  but  should  be  burned  or  buried. 


Steeet  Scavenging. 

Your  Department  undertake  the  cleansing  of  the  paved 
streets  only,  and  the  Street  Gullies  therein.  All  the  macadam 
roads  and  the  gullies  therein  are  cleansed  by  the  Highways 
Department. 

During  the  year  all  street  sweeping  has  been  done  by 
manual  labour,  no  mechanical  sweepers  having  been  used. 

Owing  to  the  condition  of  the  streets,  sweeping  by  hand 
has  been  found  more  satisfactory  and  better  results  have  been 
obtained. 

Street  Orderlies  are  employed  in  Cavendish  Street,  Station 
Bridge  and  Bradford  Road  to  Victoria  Park  Gates,  Low  Street 
and  East  Parade,  High  Street,  Church  Street,  Bridge  Street  and 
South  Street  to  Goulbourne  Street. 

East  Parade  and  Station  Bridge  have  had  special  attention, 
having  been  swept  daily  during  the  winter.  Other  streets  have 
been  swept  once  to  three  times  a week  as  occasion  required. 

The  use  of  “Shap”  Granite  Chippings  has  proved  very 
satisfactory  for  gritting  the  wood  paved  streets.  The  chippings 
are  not  easily  crushed  and  form  a good  foot-hold  for  horses. 
During  the  year  16  tons  of  those  chippings  have  been  put  upon 
the  streets. 

There  are  about  4,000  street  gullies  in  the  paved  part  of  the 
town  for  the  cleansing  of  which  your  Department  is  responsible. 

Those  in  the  centre  of  the  town  are  emptied  fortnightly, 
whilst  others  are  emptied  monthly. 

The  filthy  practice  of  emptying  slops,  tea  leaves,  and  other 
obnoxious  matter  into  these  gullies  still  obtains  in  some  quarters 
of  the  town,  and  it  would  appear  that  legal  proceedings  will 
have  to  be  taken  against  some  of  the  offenders  before  this  prac- 
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tice  can  be  stopped.  The  difficulty  is  in  getting  direct  evidence 
as  the  offence  is  usually  committed  under  cover  of  night  or  early 
in  the  morning.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  proof  that  the  offenders 
are  conscious  of  wrong  doing. 

Another  source  of  considerable  annoyance  is  the  amount  of 
dirty  waste-paper  blowing  about  the  streets,  particularly  in  the 
vicinity  of  fried  fish  and  chipped  potato  shops.  This  is  most 
noticeable  on  Sunday  morning  when  the  streets  near  some  of 
these  shops  are  littered  with  paper. 

Within  certain  hours  fish  and  chips  may  be  consumed  on 
the  premises,  but  after  these  hours  they  are  sold  for  consumption 
off  the  premises  only.  They  are  wrapped  in  paper,  carried  off 
the  premises  to  be  consumed  in  the  street. 

It  frequently  happens  that  portions  of  the  fish  and  chips  are 
dropped  in  the  street,  together  with  the  greasy  paper,  thus 
causing  not  only  a nuisance,  but  a serious  danger  to  the  public. 

I am  not  aware  of  any  provision  either  in  your  local  Acts  or 
Bye-laws  to  prohibit  this  practice,  but  it  should  not  be  impos- 
sible to  obtain  powers  to  compel  such  places  to  close  at  the 
same  hour  as  other  places  where  refreshments  ar^  orovided. 


TABLE  VII. 

Refuse  Removal. 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  loads  of  refuse  re- 
moved and  for  comparison  the  returns  for  1919  are  also  given 
The  quantity  of  refuse  removed  was  as  follows,  viz  : — 


1920.  1919. 


Dry  Ashes  from  tubs 

...  7152}  loads 

5740 

loads 

Nightsoil 

to 

00 

loads 

00 

O 

loads 

Middens 

31$  loads 

22$ 

loads 

Trade  Refuse 

366 

loads 

328 

loads 

Street  Scavenging . 

No.  of  Street  gullies  emptied  49000 
Street  gully  refuse  collected  391  $ loads 
No.  of  miles  of  Streets  swept  ...  938 

Water  put  on  Streets  4 loads 

Snow  removed  92  loads 

Sand  and  ashes  put  on  Streets  ...  76$  loads 

Miscellaneous  ...  1097$  loads 


3000 

444  loads. 
721 

— loads 
255  loads 
153  loads 
724  loads 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  by  your  Committee 
against  five  persons  during  the  year  1920,  with  the  following 
results  : — 

Removing  swine  without  a licence  ...  ...  Fined  10/- 

Contravention  of  the  Keighley  (Grocers) 

Weekly  Half-Holiday  (No.  9)  Order  ...  Fined  10/- 
..  ,,  Fined  5/- 

„ „ „ Fined  1/- 

Using  unlicensed  premises  as  Knackers’  Yard...  Dismissed. 

In  the  latter  case  the  Defendant  satisfied  the  Magistrates 
that  he  was  not  the  owner  of  the  premises  on  the  date  on  which 
the  offence  was  committed. 

In  concluding  this  report  II  would  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  the  Staff,  both  Technical  and  Clerical,  for  the  able  and 
energetic  manner  in  which  they  have  at  all  times  discharged 
their  duties,  and  for  the  many  hours  readily  and  cheerfully  given 
outside  ordinary  office  hours. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  FOY, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Superintendent  of  Public  Cleansing. 


Town  Hall, 

Keighley. 

April , 1921. 


